ERRATA. 


Errors in Orthography and Style! we deem it unnecessary to notice ; 
Ì but the following errors which appear to cflect the sense, are considered 
| of importance. : i 
24th Page, 12th line from the top, after the word “ support” insert a 

eriod, and commence the succeeding sentence with a capital U. 
J) 25th Page, 7th line from the bottom after the word “place,” omit the 

comma, and insert the words “ in the.” a 
3} 2th Page, 2d line from the top after the word “ superior” leave out 
A the period. Also 4th line from the bottom same page after the words “to 
be” insert the word “no” 

35th Page, 14th line from the top instead of “deliated” read “ detailed” 
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PREFACE. 


of St. John’s Church acting under a conscientious sense of respon- 
Sika le she whom they represent, are compelled in justice to ee t5 
publish the annexed account of the proceedings, in reference to the late a cul- 
ty between the Vestry and the Rector. They deem it unnecessary to ma cany 
extended comments or explanations, believing, that the facts of the case as ans 
ished by the resolves of the Vestry, and the consequent correspondence between 
them and Rector, will be sufficiently explicit to enable the reader to form a correot 
conclusion. . They cannot permit the opportunity to pass, of capreang l ei ex- 
treme regret at the recent course of the Rector, in calling convocations of the City 
Clergy and laying before them what the Vestry conceive to be ex-parte testimony 
in relation to this subject, —They do not shrink from a full and mapartia iiye 
tigation before any tribunal, and therefore deprecate in the highest False t ja 
under-handed dealing, which would seek to enlist the sympatnea pa indi- 
viduals, and forestall their judgements by one-sided statements, ca a ate 8 in- 
jure some of the parties concerned. An attentive perusal of the o lowing sa 
mentary evidence, as furnished from the records of the Vestry, will un on tedly 
Jead each reader to a correct decision of the point in controversy, to that decision 


we are at all times ready to submit. THE VESTRY. 


enone mn 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 1. 


Ara mecting of the Rector, Wardens, and Vestrymen, of Sr. Joun’s 
CHURCH oF TUE NORTHERN Linerrizs, held on November 20, 1835. 

A Communication was received from the Rector, recommending the 
adoption of the Free Church Principle ; a Committee was appointed to 
take into consideration the Proposed project of the Rector—which Com- 


mittee presented the annexed Report to a subsequent meeting of the Ves- 
try held on the 18th of February 1836. 


The Committee in pursuance of the duties assigned them, 
the subject their serious attention, and present their views with the ex- 
pectation that the Vestry will concur with them in opinion. The first 
prominent suggestion in the Communication is that of making St. John’s 
Church Free to all who might be induced to attend Divine Worship— 
the object to be attained is certainly a desirable one, and they have no 
doubt would tend greatly to increase the Congregation, and be the means 
of doing a vast amount of good—but in the very outset involves dificul- 
ties that we shall not be able to overcome, and the Committee are of 
opinion it would be hazarding too much to make the experiment, borne 
down as we are with the unfortunate situation of our pecuniary affairs, 
that is already threatening to overwhelm the corporation of this Church, 
and they believe from no other source than the present assessment on 
Pews could a sufficiency be obtained to defray the current expenses of 
the Church. Experience has taught us that voluntary contributions are 
not to be depended on—for even after entering into a formal obligation to 
pay certain sums at stated periods, for the support of a Preached Gospel, 
there are many very backward in fulfilling their engagements, although 
they are as firmly bound to pay them as any other legal debts. Another 
difficulty attending the proposed measure, is the Pews that have been 
sold and paid for—such Pews could not be brought under the control of 
the Vestry without the consent of the owners, and to obtain their con- 
sent, it would be necessary in some cases to refund the purchase money, 
which the Vestry have not the power to accomplish. The Committee aro 
of the opinion that it would be inexpedient at this time to make the pro- 
posed alteration, and that it will be for the best interests of the Church to 
continue the present system of raising revenue by the assessment, on 
Pews and Sittings as formerly, and with a view of increasing the Con- 
gregation, would respectfully suggest to the Rector the importance of vis- 
iting the parents of the children belonging to the Sunday Schools, in 
company with one or more of the teachers, to converse with them and en- 
deavour to persuade them to attend divine worship, and if any of them 
have not the ability torent a pew or sitting, have the same assigned to 
them by the Accounting Warden in any unrented pew, until they are 
able to contribute something to the support of the Church; also a regular 
course of visitation among the Congregation generally; it would stir up 
and warm the attachment to the Church, would tend to harmonize and 


have given 


mem E O a 
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increase the congregation, would silence complaints which have been made 
by some who think they have been neglected by the Rector, and would 
enable him to ascertain more fully the views and opinions of the people 
of his charge, and with the blessing of God would lead to happy results, 
moreover they believe that if extraordinary efforts are not made the Ves- 
try cannot long be sustained in their endeavours to fulfil all their en- 
gagements entered into on behalf of the church. 


(Gere the matter rested until the evening of the 15th of September 1836] ` 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 2. 


At a stated meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Thursday evening September 15th 1836, at the Lecture 
Room. A communication was read by the Rector on the subject of ma- 
‘king St. John’s Church free—on motion of Mr. Letford, the following re- 
solution was adopted. 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed to take into consideration the 
subject of making St. John’s Church free, and to report at as early a day 
as practicable. Committee, Messrs. Agnew, Riley, Reed, Chadwick and 
Letford. 

Extract from the Minutes, No. 3. 


At a special meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St.Jokn’s 
Church, held on Thursday evening October 6, 1836, at the Lecture 
yoom—the meeting was called for the purpose of receiving the report 
of the committee on the subject of making St. John’s Church free. Mr. 
Agnew the chairman of the committee made the following report, which 
afier being read was on motion of Mr. Riley, laid on the table until the 
next stated meeting. 

Report.—The committee appointed by the Vestry of St. John’s Church, 
N. L. to take into consideration a recommendation of the Rector, to de- 
clare the said church free to all who may assemble for the purpose of 
religious worship, report that they have given the subject that serious 
attention which its importance demands, they deem it unnecessary at 
this time to repeat the objections urged on a former occasion against the 
expediency of the proposed measure, and are now of the opinion that the 
Vestry in adopting it and taking upon themselves the responsibility of dc- 
claring the church free, would be assuming powers that never were in- 
tended to be delegated to them. 

They consider that an entire change in the present organization of this 
church and congregation, however sanguine we may be of the beneficial 
results to flow from it, ought not to be made at the present time, believing 
it to be premature, the committee therefore offer the followtng resolution, 
i Resolved, that the committee be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the subject. : 
, Joun AGNEW, 

J. S. RILEY, 

ABEL REED, 

ie, a ‘ ‘ H. W. CHADWICK. 

` This resolution was adopted and no further notice taken of the. subject 
by the Vestry un:il the meeting on the 20th of June 1839. 


Signed, 


EEE pA i i PA q l z 
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Extract from the Minutes, No. 4. 


Ata stated meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Thursday evening June 20th 1889—present Messrs. 
Agnew, Vinyard, Mulock, Chadwick, Murray, Miskey and Ziegler. 

On motion of Mr. Ziegler a committee of three was appointed to con- 
sult with the Rector on the present state of the finances of the church— 
committee, Messrs. Agnew, Ziegler and Letford. 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 5. 


At a stated meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Thursday evening August 15th 1839.—Present, Messrs. 
Boyd, Agnew, Reed, Murray, Ziegler, Chadwick, Letford, Mulock.and 

iskey. 

The committee appointed to consult with the Rector upon the present 
state of the finances of the church, made the following report : 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of the proposed altera- 
tion in the manner of providing the revenue of the church, beg leave re- 
spectfully to report, that they have attended to the duty assigned them. 
In refering to the past your committee find that the subject was first 


brought before the Vestry by the Rector, in November 1835, and urged 
as one of several ways in which he supposed the church under his pas- 
toral care, should exhibit a higher devotion to the service of God, anda 
more entire separation from the world, ‘The matter was refered at that 
time to a committee of the Vestry, who soon after reported that the ob- 
jest to be obtained was certainly a desirable one, and they had no doubt 
it would be the means of greatly increasing the congregation and doing a 
vast amount of good, but that it appeared to involve difficulties which 
would not be easily overcome, and therefore the committee were of opin- 
jon that it would be hazarding too much to make the experiment. This 
report was adopted by the Vestry. In the month of March 1836, the 
Rector laid before the Vestry another communication in which he main- 


tained, that the system at present in operation is not consistent with the 


principles of the (ospel, or calculated to promote the honor and glory of 
God, but on the contrary that it is based upon a false principle of action 
and doth hinder and prevent the prosperity of the church, He proposed 
at some future time a reconsideration of the subject. 

In October of the same year 1836, a pastoral letter was prepared by 
the Rector on the single point of dispensing with the pew rents, which 
after having been submitted to the Vestry and ordered to be printed, was 
addressed to the church. tet 

In this letter the position was defended that the system of selling and 


renting pews in the house of God, is inconsistant with the principles of 


the Gospel. The scriptural mode of supporting the institutions of Reli- 
gion, was recommended.—Some of its supposed advantages pointed out, 
and sundry objections answered; since the publication of ‘this letter, no 


action has been had by the Vestry until-the recent resolution, which calls: ° 
: : ; Ww. y Ra 
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for this report.—In reperusing the papers above referred to, your commit- 
tee are fully convinced of the soundness of the principle advanced by the 
Rector, they are of the same opinion as was expressed by a former com- 
mittee of the Vestry, that much spiritual good under the divine blessing 
may be expected to result from, the change proposed.—T he only point 
upon which they have felt any difficulty in coming to a conclusion, has 
been the possible failure of the method which it is proposed shall be sub- 
stituted, in securing the temporal interests of the church. The difficulty 
has in a great measure been obviated by the generous offer of the Rector 
to release the Vestry from all responsibility, in regard to his salary. 

The proposed change scems to be more scriptural, and in accordance 
with primitive usage, and in consequence of the repeated solicitations of 
the Rector, whose mind is so fully imbued with the correctness of the 
principle of abolishing the system of selling and renting pews in the house 
of God,—and also, of the practicability of raising sufficient revenue for the 
support of a preached Gospel, by voluntary contributions, and relying on 
his increased exertions under the blessing of the Divine Head of the 
church,the committee have unanimously agreed to the following resolution. 

Resolved, that from, and after the 24th of September 1839, the system 
of selling and renting pews shall be dispensed with, and thenceforth, rely- 
ing upon the blessing of God our Saviour, we will restore what we bce- 
lieve to be, the scriptural and primative method of supporting the institu- 
tion of the Gospel among us, by the voluntary offerings of the people. 
` 2. Resolved, that as the Vestry has now abolished the system of rent- 


_ ing pews from which the principal revenue was derived for the support of 


‘the Institùtions of the Gospel, by making the sittings free, they would 
recommend that each individual member of the church and congregation 
be requested to contribute a fixed sum annually, as they may feel thems 
selves enabled to do, in addition to their offerings on the Sabbath day. 

3. Resolved, that out of the voluntary offerings, a sufficient sum shall 
be set apart to defray the current and incidental expenses of the church, 
and the balance thereof be paid to the Rector. 

July 23, 1839, 

Signed, Joan AGNEW, 
: Wn. Lerronp, 
. ; Z. B. ZIEGLER. 

On motion the Vestry adjourned to meet on Monday Evening, August 
19th, 1839. ' 4 
noer Extract from the Minutes, No. 6. 


An adjourned meeting of the Rector Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Monday Evening August 19th 1839, at the Lecture 
Room, present, Messrs Boyd, Reed, Bender, Murray, Agnew, Letford, 
Miskey, Chadwick, Ziegler, Vinyard, and Mulock. The minutes of. 
the last Stated Meeting were read and accepted, it was on motion, 

Resolved, that the Vestry take up -for consideration the first resolution 
attached to the report of the committee, which reads as follows : 

: Beets that from, and after the 24th of September 1839, the sys- 
ois of selling and renting pews, shall be dispensed with, and thenceforth 
relying on the blessing of God our Saviour, we will restore what we 


ie 
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believed to be, the scriptural and primative method of supporting the In- 
stitutions of the Gospel among us, by the voluntary offerings of the Peo- 
ple,” on the motion for adoption, Mr. Reed called for the yeas and nays. 
Yeas, Messrs Agnew, Letford, Chadwick, Mulock and Ziegler—5. ” 
Nays, Messrs Vinyard, Reed, Murray, Bender, and Miskey—5. 
The members of the Vestry being equally divided, THE RECTOR 
GAVE HIS CASTING VOTE IN FAVOR OF THE RESOLU- 
TION, so the resolution was declared to be adopted. 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 7. 


At a meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s Church, 
held on Thursday Evening, September 26th, 1839; present, Messrs 
Boyd, Vinyard, Reed, Murray, Mulock, Miskey, Bender, Chadwick, 
Agnew. Mr. Vinyard presented to the Vestry a protest, signed by him- 
sclf and four other members of the Vestry, and requested that the 
same might be entered upon the minutes. 


COPY. 


The undersigned, members of the Vestry of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Northern Liberties, duly elected according to the Charter, having 
voted in the negative on a resolution adopted at a meeting of said Vestry, 
to-wit: “ Resolved, that on, and after the 24th of September 18389, the 
system of selling and renting pews shall be dispensed with, and thence- 
forth relying upon the blessing of God our Saviour, we will restore what 
we believe to be, the scriptural and primitive method of supporting the 
Institutions of the Gospel among us, by the voluntary offerings of the 
people,” and being further anxious to express their dissent from the 
same, do solemnly protest against the action contemplated by said reso- 
lution, for the reasons following, which they desire to have entered on 
the minutes. 

1st.—Because, a measure that involves so much importance to the in- 
terests and welfare of the church, ought not to have been adopted without 


previous consultation with the congregation upon the subject, at a general 


meeting called for that purpose. 
2d.—Because, the measure assumes for the Rector and Vestry the 
right of legislation for the owners of purchased pews, without regard to 


their views or opinions, and in defiance of the sacred obligations of con- ` 


tract. 


that the plan of raising revenue for the support of the Institutions of the 
Gospel, by means of assessments upon pews and sittings, is the best and 
the only one that can be depended on in the present condition of St. 
John’s Church, for the support of the same. i 
4th.—Because, the undersigned have reason to believe, and are firmly 
of opinion, that the measure contemplated by the resolution referred to, is 


3d.—Because, after mature deliberation, the undersigned are convinced 


8 


unacceptable to a large majority of the members of the church and con- 
gregation, and will probably lead to a dispersion or a separation of the 
Church. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Signed, James Vinyard, 

Abel Reed, 
Saml. A. Murray, 
John Bender, 


Anthony Miskey. 


After considerable discussion upon the subject, the protest was ordered 
to be placed upon the minutes, by the casting vote of the Rector. 

[The free church system went into operation agreeably tothe resolution 
of the Vestry immediately after the 24th of September 1889, and about 
five months after, viz: February 20th 1840, the communication which 
follows in Extract No. 8, was addressed to the Vestry.) 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 8. 


At a meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Thursday evening February 20th 1840—present, 
Messrs. Boyd, Mulock, Agnew, Ziegler, Letford, Chadwick, Murray 
and Miskey. 

The following communication was received from the Rector : 


Philadelphia, February 20, 1840. 
To the Wardens and Vestrymen of St. John’s Church, N. L. 


BRETHREN— ‘ 

The accounting Warden informs me that he has con- 
su'ted the Vestry respecting the proper interpretation of the 5th Section 
of the 5th Article of the By-laws, and that he has been instructed to de- 
duct from the amount of the “offerings” received by him, not only 25 
per cent. but such other amount as will pay ‘the interest on the Bioren 
Legacy, and such other interest money as has to be paid to the creditors 
of the church.” 

According to my understanding of the said 5th *Section, 25 per cent. 
only, can be deducted from the amount received in “ offerings,” and the 
whole of that is only to be so deducted, when it may be necessary “ to 
defray the incidental expenses `of the church” &c. If for example, the 
« incidental expenses, including interest” &c.,*are provided for from any 
other source, then 25 per cent. is not to be deducted. That this was the 
intention of those who framed the By-laws, 1 think is evident, from the 


*Sec, 5.—The Warden shall pay to the Rector monthly, the amount of offeri ivi 

him after deductin; 25 per cent, or so mnch thereof he may bo eels eae by 
gular and incidental expenses of tho Church, including the interest on the Biren La aka 
and such other intorest money as has to be paid to tho creditors of this church. _ eed 
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fact, that the 15th Article ‘of the right of interment,” was avowedly 


framed with a view to derive from that source an income which might 
be appropriated to “the incidental expenses” &c., as well as from the 
construction of the said Section itself. 

I am exceedingly sorry that it is necessary for me to advert so fre- 
quently to the subject of my own support. It is not to be concealed .that 
the system which I have been mainly instrumental in procuring to be in- 
troduced, does not work well. Since it has been in operation, my re- 
ceipts have been entirely inadequate for the support of my family, my 
mind has been disturbed, my feclings wounded; and had it not been for 
the kind and timely interference of two Brethren, who stepped forward of 
their own accord and solicited and contributed for my relief, 1 would not 
only have been exposed to embarrassment, but the cause of religion 
would have been subjected to reproach through me. 

Candidly and in the simplicity of the truth, I do not believe brethren, 
that the fault is in the system. Where it is I do not pretend to say.— 
To those who have kindly interested themselves for my support and con- 
tributed in every way, | owe a debt of gratitude, which I can only repay 
by continuing to labor and to pray for the prosperity of the church. Here- 
after I shall be indisposed to receive any thing from the church, which 
does not come to me through the regular channel. If I cannot be sup- 
ported in this way I must resort to some other means, or remove to some 
other place. What lishall do, may the Lord give me wisdom to determine, 
and grace to do his will. 

Yours, affectionately, s 
GEO. BOYD, Recror. 

The above communication having been read was referred to a com- 
mittee of four, with power to call a special mecting of the Vestry—com- 
mittee, Messrs. AGNEW, MISKEY, Murray and Lerrorp. ~ 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 9. 


At a special meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Thursday evening March 5th 1840—present, Messrs. 
Boyd, Agnew, Letford, Murray, Mulick and Miskey. The committee 
appointed at the Vestry meeting held February 20th, upon a communi- 
cation from the Rector, made the following report and statement. 


COPY. 

The committee appointed by the Vestry of St. John’s Church, at a 
stated meeting held at the Lecture room on the 20th of February, to take 
into consideration and report on @ communication received from. the 
Rector. . : 

Report, that they have had the same under consideration, andare fully 
sensible of the difficulties alluded to in the communication from the Rec- 
tor in regard to the people of his charge, providing for the comfortable 
support of himself and family. è 


The committce are well aware also of the situation in which the Ves- 
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try are placed in regard to this matter. 

Consequence of the change that has been 
a revenue for the support of the Institutions of the church, the business has 
in a great measure passed from the Vestry and rests entirely between the 
Rector and the congregation, except so far as the Vestry are bound to 


co-operate in all measures that may be adopted, to bring the same toa 
successful issue, 


The committee regret exc 
not taken more active meas 
it more publicity, 
in Public Worship, 


For it must be born in mind in 
made in the manner of Taising 


to give 
with us 
Rector 
yet re- 
c satis- 
ental in 


e is placed, 
ture fail to 


3 he may deem proper, and lay the fol- 
lowing statement from the Vestry raat also to ues upon 
eir duty as becomes professing Chris- 
pport of the Institutions of the Gospel, 


All of which is respestfully submitted, 


Jonn Acnew, 
- Wa. Lerrorp, 
‘ 7 Sarr. A. Murray, 


Philadelphia, March 4th 1840. A. Mumps, 


E eived since the 24th of $ 

tween five and six months, which fe o 
ary. 
ness of some of the Brethren 
ted themselves, and solicited among their friends 
the present emergency. Alth k 
this occasion, the Rector will be i 


wi i ive his in thi 
way. He has expressed his desire that all moni biod for Bit 
maintainance may pass thro 
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u ae 


The members of the church and con 


that th t of “ offeri » gregation will readily perceive 
a e amount of ollerings 


is far from being sufficient to defray the 
expenses of the church, and at the same time to support the rector. 


What is the cause? Certainly not inability. What then? Some will 
say perhaps, we disapprove of the change which has been made, and we 
feel indifferent as to the result. Others may withhold their “ offerings” 
in order to bring about a return to the old system, that so their pradic- 
tions, respecting the plan now in operation, may be verified. Such per- 
sons are perhaps all satisfied with the excuses which they have made. It 
is well if they can be so, with a clear conscience, and satisfy the Search. 
er of Hearts. 

Your Pastor has notified the Vestry that unless a greater willingness 
is manifested by the church to provide for his wants, he must in justice 
to himself and family look for a support elsewhere. You arc all aware 
that it must be exceedingly distressing to his mind to be constantly har- 
rassed by pecuniary cares, when he has not the privilege which others 
have of going out into the world, or of resorting to other means for his 
support. , i 

In conclusion, the Vestry consider that they have done their duty in 
laying these facts before the church and congregation. They now leave 
the responsibility where it properly belongs—requesting at the same time 
that each individual will seriously consider the subject, pray for divine 
grace to enable him to sce it in its proper light, and then act accordingly. 

By order of the Vestry, in Vestry meeting on Thursday evening the 
5th day of March instant. A. D. 1840. , 

After reading the above report and statement, it was resolved, that they 
be read to the congregation from the chancel on Sunday morning next. 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 10. 


At an Annual mecting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. 
John’s Church, held at the Lecture room (agreeably to the charter) Wed- 
nesday evening April 22d, 1840—present, Messrs. Vinyard, Sanders, 
Reed, Ziegler, Donaldson, Ber.der, Murray, Mulock, Miskey and Janney. 

The following return of an Election for Vestrymen, held on Easter 
Monday, was presented to the Vestry by James Vinyard the accounting 
Warden, and was directed to be placed upon the minutes. . 

At an Election held in this church on Easter Monday, April 20th 1840, 
agrceubly to the charter, for ten Vestrymen, to serve the ensuing year, 
the following persons were duly elected. 


B. S. Janney, M. D. | Jonn BENDER, 
James VINYARD, ‘ J. P. Donaupson, 
ABEL REED, i Z. B. ZIEGLER, > 
Joun SANDERS, Gro. MuLocK, 
S. A. Murray, A. Misxxy. 


SIGNED, 
Osmon Reed, 
Wm. Letford, 
: J. P. Donaldson, 
St. John’s Church, April 20th 1840. 


| secon : 
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Extract from the Minutes, No. 11. 


f f St. John’s 
i the Rector, Wardens and Vestry o 
A ar bin evening May 15, 1840—present, Messrs. 
Gach ket Bender, Reed, Vinyard, Donaldson, Ziegler, Mulock, 
oye, Sanders and Miskey- 
Janney, Sanders and © ® offered by Messrs. Murray and Ziegler. 
Tee ei pees the 6th of June next, it shall be the duty of 
l Keso "Warden, and he is hereby instructed, by the Rector, 
ue Sead Vout of St. John’s Church, to give notice to the, congre- 
Wardens 7 and after the 24th of June next, the Pews and Sittings of 
garon mas will no longer be free, and that he will attend in the church 
ey en 14th of June and Saturday the 20th of June, for the pur- 
seni onf i d Sittings.” 
g Pews an S 
ae i selan a tak iny person renting a Pew or Sitting, shall be 
aa ; s 
mantel to pay one quarter’s rent in advance. 


At a stat 


itting in thi ; lication to the Accounting 

tting in this church,shall on applic ? g 

Ward pew oF SEREDE Sitting or Sittings, assigned to them in such 

sane olihe church as the Accounting Warden may designate, free of 

al haree a egolved, that the Resolution adopted by the VeRy At the 

medak in August 1839, declaring the ale Sittings in St. John’s 
h i ealed. 

; ree, be and the same is hereby rep i : 
ae resolutions on being read, were on motion, laid apon te 
table until the next meeting of the Vestry—on motion it Sen geo ved, 
that when we adjounrn, we adjourn to meet this night two weeks. 


` Extracts from the minutes, No. 12. 


i d Ves- 
an adjourned Stated Mceting of the Rector Wardens an 
ive ee St. John’s Church held on Thursday Evenig sei p 
‘present Messrs. Vinyard, ni urea Miskey, Ziegler, Dona i 
k, Bender, Murray and Sanders. 

Mhe following preamble and resolutions were offered by Dr. sonmey fos 
a substitute for the first resolution offered by Mr. Muray, at the 
Stated Meeting. k 

Whereas, it is indispensably necessary that a sufficient ctl monay 
be raised to defray the current expenses of St. John’s Churc A an pre 
vide a comfortable support for the Rector,—and_ whereas, it ne the incu m 
bent duty of the Vestry of said Church, if possible, to devise meane o 
the just and lawful accomplishment of the same, — Therefore, eso! 2 
tbat if there be not, by weekly contributions, according to the preson, 
system, on or before Sunday the 14th day of June next, an aes 
money raised, which will, at that rate, produce annually a sum ae 
ent to liquidate said expenses and leave a surplus of fourteen hun ne 
dollars for the support of the Recfor,—then, be it resolved, that an ra 
afternoon of Sunday the 14th day of June next, it shall-be the 5 hes 
Accounting Warden, and he is hereby instructed by the Rector, : 


3rd.— Resolved, that any person or persons, who may not be able to 
rd.— 
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dens and Vestry of St. John’s Church to give notice to the Congregation, 
that on and after the 24th day of June next, the pews and sittings of said 
church will no longer be free, and that he will attend in the church, on 
Monday the 15th, and Saturday the 20th, days of June, for the purpose 
selling and renting pews and siitings. : 

Resolved, that if a sutticient sum be raised by weekly contributions to 
meet the expenses above stated, and provide a suitable support for the 
Rector, the pews and sittings of St. John’s Church are to continue to be 
free,—but that if, at any period after the 14th day of June next, there 
shall be for the space of three successive Sundays a deficiency in the pro- 
portion of the weekly contributions, it shall be the duty of the Account- 
ing Warden, to notify the Congregation of said deficiency, and its 
amount,—and if it continue, in whole or in part, until the fifth Sunday, 
then the pews and sittings of said church, are hereby declared to be no 
longer freey—and the Accounting Warden shall notify the Congregation 
to that effect, on the afternoon of said fifth Sunday, and then. specily the 
time and manner of selling or renting pews and sittings. 

Resolved, that the above Preamble and Resolutions, be read to the 
Congregation of St. John’s Church, on the forencon of Sunday the 31st 
day of May, by the Rector. 

The above being read, was accepted by the mover and seconder of the 
previous resolutions as a substitute for the first resolution—the Vestry 
proceeded upon the adoption of the substitute and resolutions by ayes and 
noes, when they were unanimously adopted. 

[The sum required by the resolutions of the Vestry, not being raised 
by the voluntary offerings of the congregation, the Rector was requested 
in accordance with the resolutions, to give notice to the congregation, 
that the pews and sittings would be no longer free—and that the account- 
ing Warden would sit in the church on the 22nd and 29th, for the pur- 
pose of renting pews and sittings. This notice, the Rector declined 
giving—when by the instruction of the Vestry, it became the duty. of 
the Accounting Warden—and in the discharge of this duty, as the War- 
den was about to read the notice to the congregation, the Rector, in a 
peremptory manner, forbid his doing so; and in his sermon that morning, 
made use of remarks which gave rise to a call for a special meeting of 


the Vestry,—also upon the same day he addressed the following letter to 
the Accounting Warden. : 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 13. 


Cory or A LETTER RECEIVED PROM THE Rev. Gro. Boxp, June 20th 
1840. : ;, 3 


To James Vinyard, Accounting Warden of St. John’s Church, in 
the Northern Liberties— : ; 
Dear Sr: 


a I hereby notify you that I shall and do claim, all the offer- 
ings which are made from time to time, upon the alter in the church, 
é a 


I4 


where I minister, until the same shall amount to a sufficient sum for the 
comfortable support of myself and my family. You are therefore re- 
quested to keep a separate account of these offerings, and to pay them 
over to me from time to time. 
Yours affectionately, 
GEORGE BOYD, 
` Rector of St. John’s Church, N. L. 

June 20th 1840, 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 14. 


At a special meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held ut the church on Monday afternoon the 22d of June 1840, 
—present, Messrs. Boyd, Murray, Donaldson, Mulock, Vinyard, Reed, 
Ziegler, Bender, Janney and Miskey. i 

The object of the meeting being stated, Mr. Reed offered the following 


Preamble and Resolutions, which after being read and discussed, were . 


upon motion laid upon the table. 
Whercas, the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s Church, did 
- at their meeting, on the 19th of August last, by resolution, declare the 
pews and sittings in said church free, and that “relying upon the blessing 
of God, they would hereafter depend upon the voluntary offerings of the 
people,” for the necessary pecuniary means of revenue, for the support of 
said church, and whereas, that after the subject had been urged, upon 
the notice of the Vestry and Congregation, for years by the Rector, and 
the proposition having been considered inexpedient and impracticable, had 
been twice in previous years rejected, and whereas, the said Rector, War- 


dens and Vestry, did at the meeting above stated, pass the resolution . 


above referred to, by the casting vote of the Rector; there having been 
five Vestrymen who voted in the negative (and who did enter their sol- 
emn protest against the measure, upon the records of the proceedings of 
the Vestry), and whereas, we believe that in passing the resolution above 
referred to, the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of the said church, as- 


sumed a power never contemplated by the Charter, and further, that con-_ 


sidering the pecuniary condition of said church,.such a measure was to 
say the least of it, of doubtful propriety, and also considering the rights 
of those who had purchased pews, and paid their money into the treas- 
ury of the church for the churches good, we conceive that a measure, 
` which thus virtually takes away, without consent or remuneration, by 
giving to others free of cost; privileges, which they had thus in good 
faith, purchased with their money, was not in accordance with the: prin- 
ciples of that Golden rule which requires that we should do unto others, 
-as we would that others should do unto us. And whereas, we believe that 
the above measure was carried into effect against the wishes of a large 
majority of those who have any legal or ecclesiastical right to take part, 
or to vote in any matter relating to the temporal affairs of the church, 
and whereas, it is evident:to all that’ the above measure has been the 
fruitful source of great difficulty and-anxiety, and continual discord, that 
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it has tended to destroy that good feeling which has heretofore existed- 
among the members of the church, and to drive from among us many 
valuable members of the congregation, some of whom had worshipped 
with us for nany years, and whose families had grown up under the 
influence of the church, and that in short, unless the Lord interpose his 
arm to save, that under present circumstances, St. John’s church ap- 
pears, both in her temporal and Spiritual prospects to be rapidty tending 
to destruction, and whereas, “ for the well governing and directing the 
temporal affairs of the said church, the Rector, Wardens and Vestry, 
have power to regulate every matter relating to the same,” and whereas, 
the Spiritual prosperity of the church and her proper influence upon the 
surrounding population,depend though not mainly, yet in a considerable de- 
gree upon the proper regulation of, and necessary provision for, her tem- 
poral wants, therefore the said Rector, Wardens and Vestry, not only 
have the power, but it becomes their bounden duty {for the faithful dis- 
charge of which they alone are accountable to the great Head of the 
church) to ever keep a watchful eye over all the temporal interests re- 
lating to the said church, ever desiring in all their measures, to promote 
not only the temporal, but also the spiritual welfare of the Lord’s vinyard. 
With these views of the duty devolving upon us, and considering all 
the circumstances leading to, and the present deplorable condition of the 
church, the Rector, Wardens, and Vestry, did at their meeting held on, 
Thursday the 28th day of May, by resolution, request the Rector to give 
Notice to the congregation, that unless a sum which would at that rate, 
be sufficient to meet the necessary expences of the church and leave a 
balance of fourteen hundred dollars, for the Rector, be collected by the 
then present system, on the three following sundays, that the Accounting 
Warden be directed to give notice to the congregation, that the pews and 
sittings would be no longer free, and that he would sit in the church on 
certain days, for the purpose of selling and renting pews or sittings— 
and whereas, the sum required by the resolution referred to, was not 
raised, there having been a deficiency of more than forty dollars for the 
three suadays, and notice was given, in accordance with the requirments . 
of the resolution, and whereas, the Rector has taken upon himself in a 
public manner, from the pulpit, on the morning of Sunday the 21st inst. 
to judge this act of the Vestry, beseeching the members of the church 
and congregation not to rent pews or sittings under the regulation of the. 
Vestry, and claiming for himself to be the Ruler of the church, and de. ; 
claring in Positive language, that the Vestry were acting in disobedience 
to Christ, and in substance, that unless they repented of this act, they 
would be shut out from the Kingdom of Heaven, and whereas, -he has 
upon a former occasion in a public manner, stated that if the Vestry re- 
turned to the system of selling and renting pews, he would not receive a 
dollar from them, and also upon another occasion, 'that he could not and 
would not preach in a church where they sold or rented pews—and , 
whereas, this Vestry, in view of the duties devolving upon them, as:the 
asec and guardians of all the temporal interests of the ‘church, ‘have ; 
ght it necessary and the best, and only course, which they could 
persue amidst the difficulties in which they were involved, te restare tka- 
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system commonly adopted in the churches in this country, of selling and 


renting pews and sittings, as a means of raising revenue for the support ` 


of the church—and whereas, the Rector has intimated his determination, 
to still adhere to the system of offerings, in defiance of the resolution of 
the Vestry, and has notified the Accounting Warden that he will claim 
all the offerings which are made from time to time upon the altar in the 
church where he ministers, until the same shall amount to a sufficient 
sum for the comfortable support of himself and family. 


Therefore Resolved 1st, that inasmuch as the system of voluntary of- . 


ferings, as a means of raising revenue to meet the pecuniary wants of the 
church, has after atrial of nine months, been found to be altogether inef- 
fectual in its object, and that this Vestry having by an unanimous vote, 
restored the system of selling and renting pews and sittings, it is there- 
fore sincerely desired and expected that ail the true friends of the church, 
will sustain the Vestry by coming forward and complying with its re- 

lations. 

2d, Resolved, that this Vestry cannot recognise any other system for 
raising revenue as now in opperation in St. John’s Church, than that 
which they in the discharge of their proper duties, have unanimously 
adopted. i 

3d, Resolved, that no moncy shall be paid to the Rector, or any other 
officer of this Church, except as from the common treasury, derived from 
the sale or rents of pews and sittings, box collections and all other legal 
means of revenue belonging to said church. 

. 4th, Resolved, that we have witnessed with great pain and mortifica- 
tion, the determined stand which the Rector has taken, in opposition to 
the unanimous vote of the Vestry. 

Sth, Resolved, tha tthe Rector is not the “ruler” of the temporal affairs 
of the church, but that the Rector Wardens and Vestry, alone have the 
power to regulate all matters relating to the same. 

6th, Resolved, that the Accounting Warden be directed, to give notice 
to the congregation on Sunday Morning next, and also in the afternoon 
of the same day, that he will sit in the same church on Monday the 29th 
inst. for the purpose of selling or renting pews and sittings, and also, 
that at the same time he notify those who wish to retain the pews and 
sittings which they now occupy, that unless they give notice to the Ac- 
counting Warden to that effect, on or before Monday the 6th day of July, 
such pews and sittings will be considered as vacant. 

7th, Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to wait upon 
the Rector, and respectfully request of him a copy of his sermon deliver- 
ed on Sunday Morning the 21st inst. for publication,* and also, that the 
said committee be instructed to prepare a general statement of the late 
proceedings in the church, in relation to its pecuniary affairs, and to con- 
sult the Bishop upon the subject of the present difficulty, between the 
Rector and the Vestry of the church, A 
_ On motion it was resolved that we adjourn to meet on Thursday Eve- 
ning the 25th inst. 


i * A copy of the sermon above referred to was furnished by the Rector, but the Vestry 
being much engaged Ear Business, no action was taken upon it, nor any use made 

» until 3 reques e Rector, that i im,---yvhi . 
‘guest yaa tame diately compile ditt T, that it should be returned to him,---swhich re: 
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Extract from the Minutes, No. 15. 


An adjourned meeting of the Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of St. 
John’s Church, held on Thursday Evening, June 25th, 1840. ; 

Present, Messrs Recd, Janney, Sanders, Vinyard, Ziegler, Donaldson, 
Mulock, Murray and Miskey. . 5 


The following communication was received from the Rector. 


COPY. 
To the Wardens and Vestrymen of St. John’s Church, N. L. 
BRETAREN, 3 ‘ 7 j 


After the most serious reconsideration of the subject which I am 
able to give it—with prayer to God for that wisdom which he has promis- 
ed to bestow on them that fecl their need and ask. I cannot perceive 
wherein I have erred in the application of the doctrine of my discourse 
on last Sunday Morning. 1 have also searched my own heart, and l 
find no other feelings than those of sincere affection, mingling with those 
of very strong disapprobation, at the course which the Vestry have seen 
proper to pursue, God is my witness how greatly I long after you all in 
bowels of Jesus Christ, and gladly I would embrace each one of you, 
returning into the path of holy obedience, I have concluded not to be pre- 
sent at your mecting to night. You know my mind, so far as the differ- 
ence between us has proceeded, and ï have thought that perhaps your 
deliberations will be more unreserved if 1 am absent. Lest however there 
should be any misunderstanding which I can, and ought to remove, I 
deem it proper to say to you, that I can see no possible way in which the 
Vestry can relieve itself, from the distressing position which it has taken, 
but by receeding thereform and uniting with me, in an effort to sustain 
the scriptural and apostolic order of the Lord’s House. - If you will do 
so, my soul will rejoice, and a heavy burden of distressing anxiety ,whick 
is purely on your account, will be removed. But if on the contrary you 
will stil adhere to the resolution which you ‘have taken under what I be- 
lieve to be a mistaken views of duty, and an evil influence, then I think it 
proper that you should be informed, at this stage of your proceedings that 
I will be compelled to exercise the discipline of the chureh, however 
painful such a step will be. lt is not against me that -you have offended, 
but against the Lord, neither have I any discretion when acting for him, 
and in his name, where a plain case of duty occurs. May the Lord give 
you wisdom, and put within each one of you, the spirit of a little child, 
that you may be willing to render obedience to that authority which he 
has set over you, and submit yourselves to him who watches for your 
souls as one that must give an account, O ! that I may do it with joy and 
Qs ` 


, 
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not with grief. Allow me to request that if the resolutions now before 
you are not withdrawn and a vote is taken upon them, that the yeas and 
nays may be entered upon the minutes that I may know who have per- 
sisted and who not. 


Yours affectionately in the love of the Gospel, 
GEO, BOYD, Rector of St. John’s Church. 
Philadelphia, June 25, 1840. 


P. S.—I have been informed that the Vestry have acted under an 
impression, that they are still legally accountable to. me, for the salary 
which I formerly received. I would repeat, that I have relinquished all 

* claims to such salary, and do relinquish it. 


GEO. BOYD, Rector as aforesaid. 


After reading the above communication, it was on motion resolved that 
the Vestry do now take up for consideration the preamble and resolutions, 
offered at the meeting held on the 22d inst. (see Extract No. 14.) 

The question being called on the adoption of the Preamble—the vote 
was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted as follows,—yeas, Reed, 
Janney, Ziegler, Sanders, Vinyard, Donaldson, Mulock, Miskey, Murray, 
Bender* 10—being entirely unanimous. 

On motion it was resolved, that the resolutions attached to the pream- 

-~ ble be now taken up for consideration separately. 

When the first resolution was adopted by the same vote. 

The second resolution was also adopted unanimous! y 

Third resolution was adopted by the following vote, yeas, Reed, Janney, 


Sanders, Vinyard, Ziegler, Donaldson, Miskey, Murray, and Bender 9, 
nays, Mulock—1. 


vote. ` 

Fifth resolution was adopted unanimous! y. 

Sixth resolution was adopted unanimously. 

Seventh resolution was adopted unanimously. Q 

On motion it was resolved that the two Wardens together with Dr. 
Janney be a committee to carry into effect the 7th resolution. 


Note--On the Sunday Morning following the adopti i i 
ption of this preamble and resolutions. 
The Roctor informed the Warden that he should suspend the whole Vestry from the com- 


following Tuendey. se pulpit agent the Secretary of the Vestry to call a meeting on the 


—_— 


* Mr. Bender's vote is placed in the affirmative, alth 
meeting of the Vestry-he requested the priviledge of havis A e pean cere 


e 


Fourth resolution was adopted in the same manner, by an unanimous 


mòs 
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Extracts from the Minutes, No. 16. a 


A special meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Tuesday Afternoon, June 30th. 1840. 

Present, Messrs Boyd—and a full Vestry. i 

The Rector stated verbaly to the Vestry, that the object of the meeting 
was in relation to the letter which he addressed to the Vestry, on the 
25th inst. upon exercising the discipline of the church upon those mem- 
bers who persisted in the passage of certain resolutions before the Vestry 
at that time, (which resolutions were adopted by a unanimous vote.) 

The Rector stated in substance, that in accordance with that commu- 
nication he had determined to suspend from the communion, the members 
of the Vestry who voted in favor of the resolutions when they were adop- 
ted; but, that upon consulting with the Rt. Rev. Bishop Onderdonk—he had 
found that the Bishop disagreed with him upon the subject at issue, and 
sustained the measures adopted by the Vestry, and consequently he in 
obedience to his ecclesiastical superior was obliged to desist. 

The Rector also stated that he would make a communication upon the 
subject, to the Vestry at their next meetting, and desired that nothing fur- 
ther should take place in the meantime upon the subject. 


a 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 17. 


Ata stated meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry, of St. John’s 
Church, held on Thursday evening July 9th 1840. 

Present, Messrs. Vinyard, Reed, Murray, Sanders, Bender, Ziegler, 
Donaldson and Miskey. eae 


The following communication was received from the Recor: 


To the members of the Vestry of St. John’s Church, N. L, 


Dear BRETHREN : 


It will not be convenient for me to attend the meeting of the Ves- 
try which is called for this evening; nor do I suppose that it is import: 
ant I should do so. 

When I last met you, I stated verbally, that I had ‘called upon and 
Consulted the Bishop of the Diocese, with respect to the course which I 
thought myself reluctantly compelled to pursue, in order to fulfil my duty’ 
to Christ; that he differed from me in opinion as to what was my duty, 
and the powers of the Vestry ; and that I would as in duty bound, sub- 
mit to his judgment. $ pii ioe 

I stated also to the Vestry, that I had seen no reason te suspect the 
soundness of the principles according to which I had endeavoured to re- 
gulate my ministry, but that in compliance with the judgment, and ad- 
vice of the Bishop, I would present no further direct opposition to any. 
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measures whith the Vestry may feel themselves called upon to adopt ; 
my judgment is known, and it is unaltered. - 

It is not my intention to make any further public communication to 
the church upon the subject, until the meeting preparatory to the admin. 
istration of the Lord’s Supper, in August. If the Vestry will have a 
meeting shortly, before that time 1 will be happy to communicate to 
them what I intend to say. 

In the mean time my prayer to God, who only maketh men to be of 
one mind in a house, will be, that he may overrule our present differ. 
ences of opinion, to his own Glory and to the Salvation of all partics 
concerned. 

Yours, affectionately, 


GEO. BOYD, Rect . 
July 9, 1840. i 


i 
— 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 18. 


At an adjourned meeting of the Vestry of St. John’s Church, held on 
Thursday evening July 23d.—Present, Messrs. Vinyard, Reed, Janney, 
Mulock, Murray, Donaldson, Bender, Sanders, Ziegler and Miskey. 


The following communication was received from the Rector, 


COPY of a Letter from the Rev. G 
Sohn’ Chace Mee e Rev, Geo, Boyd, to the Vestry of St. 


' To the Vestry of St. John’s Church, Northern Liberties. 


Dear Breraren: 


, In my note to you on the 3th inst. I stated that it was not my in- 
tention to make any further public communication upon the súbiestin 
dispute between us, until the meeting of the members of the church 
which would be called preparatory to the administration of the Holy com- 
munion, on the first Sunday in August next, and that if the Vestry would 
have a meeting shortly before that time, I would be happy to communi- 
eate a ah wnel I intended to say. 
though I expect to be absent on the next Sabbath. at West Chester. 
d 1 S H 
coma a ordination of my young Brother, Richard Newton, I shall 
$ a e ce to be given for a meeting of the communicants of St. 
vonn S; preparatory to the administration of the Lord’s Supper, on Wed- 
ne ay evening of next week, at g8 o'clock, at which time it is my inten- 
lon to state to the a embereol, the ur, substantially as follows : 
an 80d With respect to the soundness of the doc- 
spss which I have preached, and my. confidence unshaken in the ap- 
probation of him whom I serve in the ministry of the Gospel, that never- 


- 


é 


À 
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theless, as a majority of the Vestry have differed from me in opinion, 
and have acted upon what they supposed to be their rule of duty, and 
the Bishop of the Diocese, to whom I owe all proper ecclesiatical sub- 
mission, has so advised—I have concluded, not to present any further 
direct opposition to the uction of the Vestry; however 1 may deplore it 
for Christ’s sake, or however firmly I may be convinced that the mem- 
bers thereof are acting under a misapprehension of what is the will of 
Christ. 

In the mean time I shall feel myself constrained by the highest possi- 
ble obligations to God and to his church, to preach the truth, and rightly 
to divide it according to the best of my ability and the wisdom which may 


- be given. 


ith respect to the “offerings” of those who may wish to communi- 

cate of their substance for my support or relief, I shall say that although 
by the action of the Vestry, 1 am prevented from receiving any thing 
at their hands in the way in which I would prefer, and which I believe 
the Lord would approve—there is nothing to hinder them from present» 
ing their “oblations” with their “alms” at each administration of the 
Lord’s Supper. (See Extract No. 14, resolutions 2 & 23 

Before I conclude, let me repeat to the Vestry, what I have assured 
them of before, how greatly I lament the attitude which they have taken, 
chiefly because ] do most seriously beiieve that they are opposing the 
will of God in Christ Jesus, and because | fear that some who are “ weak 
in faith” will be offended and turned out of the way. 

To the Lord I look, and to him alone, to overrule all to the further- 
ance of his own glory and to the salvation of his people. 


Yours, very affectionately in the fellowship of Christ, 


SIGNED, 3 
GEO. BOYD, Recror, &c. 
July 23, 1840. ' 


The above having been read and discussed, it was on motion of Messrs 
Donaldson and Reed, unanimously Resolved, that a committee of five- 
be appointed to prepare a general statement of the proceedings which 
have led to the difficulty existing between the Rector and Vestry, and to 
respectfully request of the Rev. Geo. Boyd, D. D. his resignation as 
Rector of St. John’s Church. The Chair appointed Messrs. Donaldson, 
Reed, Sanders, Janney and Ziegler as the committee. Vestry adjourn- 
ed to the 25th inst. 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 19. 


Saturday evening July 25th, 1840.—The Vestry met according to 
adjournment, to receive the report of the committee—present, Messrs. ' 
Vinyard, Reed, Janney; Sanders, Murray, Mulock, Ziegler, Bender, 
Donaldson and Miskey, 10, .. ve ’ ail 
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‘The Committee appointed at the last meeting made the following re. 
port: ` 

The committee appointed àt a meeting of the Wardens and Vestr 
of St. John’s Church, N. L., to make a statement of the Proceedings 
which have led to the difficulty existing between the Rector and the Ves. 
try, and to prepare a resolution, asking for the Rector’s resignation, be 
leave to report, that they have taken the matter thus placed before them 
into serious consideration, and have endeavoured to give the subjects cm- 
braced in the object of their appointment, that attention which their im: 
portance to the welfare of the church, and those for whom they act, de- 
mand. 

Jn making a statement of the proceedings which have led to the difi- 
culty between the Rector and the Vestry, your committee do not deem it 
necessary to embrace in detail in this report, all the proceedings of the 
Vestry which have reference to the present difficulty in the church, yet 
they do deem it important to refer briefly to some of those proceedings, 
in order that the present position of the Vestry, in relation to the Rector 
and the Church, may be clearly understood, and it will also, for the same 
feason, be necessary to refer (and we desire that we may do it in no 
other spirit than that of kindness), to the course pursued by the Rector, 
in reference to the matter before us. 

It will be recollected, that as early as November 1835, the Rector ad- 
dressed a communication to the Vestry, recommending the abolishing the 
system of selling and renting pews and sittings, as a means of raising 
revenue for the support of the church, and in place thereof, to declare all 
the sittings free, and to depend in future, upon the voluntary offerings of 
the people from week to week, for the necessary pecuniary-means of sup- 
port for the church. Upon this communication, a committee in Vestry 
Was appointed to take the matter into consideration, which committee, 
after mature deliberation, repotted adverse to the Rector’s recommenda- 
tion, which report was adopted by the Vestry, and the committee dis- 
charged. (See Extract No. 1.) 

‘Thus the matter rested (except that both before and after this action of the 
Vestry, it was made a matter of very frequent public disquisition by the 
Rector, in his preaching), until September 1836, when the Rector again 
brought the matter before the Vestry, and at the same time addressed a 
Pastoral letter to the Congregation upon the subject, in which he set forth 
his objections to the then present system of raising revenue, and his argu- 
ments in favour of the system which he recommended, upon which a 


* committee was again appointed in the Vestry, which committee again re- 


ported adverse to the change, and which report, was after much discus- 
sion, uth othe ligit and argument which the Rector had been able to 
place before them, adopted by th t d the committee discharged, 
(See Extract No. 2.) p sia andthe pommi z 


Thus again the matter rested until June 1839, when upon referring to 


the annual statements of the Accounting Warden, it was found that for ` 
and during the discussion of this matter, by the Rector, 


some years past, 
that from some cause or causes, the revenue of the church had become 
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much reduced, until as it appeared by the report of the Warden made, at 
that time, that at the end of the year we should be several hundred dol- 
lars deficient of the sum required to meet the necessary expenses of the 
church. In this dilema the Vestry appointed a committee to consult 
with the Rector upon the condition of the church, with reference to its 
pecuniary affairs, which committee, adopting the counsel of the Rector, 
reported in favour of abolishing the system then in practice, of selling 
and renting pews and sittings, and declaring the pews and sittings free, 
and that, thereafter “they would with the blessing of God, depend upon 
the voluntary offerings of his people for the necessary pecuniary means 
for the support of the church.” (See Extract No. 5.) 

Thus was the Rector’s favourite scheme for raising revenue, again 
brought in form before the Vestry, where the matter was discussed at 
several of its meetings, and after having thus been before them for years, 
and urged upon their serious consideration with great zeal and perse- 
verance by the Rector, was finally decided in the affirmative by the cast- 
ing vote of the Rector, there having been five Vestrymen who voted in 
the affirmative and five in the negative. Those voting in the negative 
placing their solemn protest upon the minutes of the proceedings of the 
Vestry. (See Extract No. 6 & 7.) 

Thus was a system for raising revenue abolished in St. John’s Church, 
which has the sanction of almost the universal usage of the Episcopal 
Church in this country, and as your committee believe the only system 
for that purpose which can be depended upon with any degree of certain- 
ty,under the circumstances, in which the church exists with us at the present 
time ; and your committee in thus reviewing the matter, cannot but ex- 
press their conviction, that in the action of the Vestry referred to, they 
assumed a power never contemplated by the charter under which they 
were bound to act, and that in reference to those who had purchased pews 
it was an act of injustice, and should not have been carried into effect, 
until the money which they had paid for priviledges, which they had a 
right to suppose would be granted to others only on like conditions, had 
been refunded to them, or, their consent to freely give up priviledges thus 
purchased had been obtained.—Neither can your committee reconcile 
the propriety of such a measure, with the obligations resting upon the 
Vestry with reference to the heavy pecuniary debt still remaining upon 
the church—and further, when we consider that a matter involving such 
important considerations, was decided by the casting vote of the Rector, 
we cannot but express our deep and sincere regret, for his own sake, and 
for the sake of the peace and quiet of the church, that. he did not waive 
his priviledge, and have waited a more favorable state of things, for car- 
Tying out, what we do not doubt, he thinks amore scriptural system of 
finance. 

. Accordingly the pews and sttings were declared free, on, and after the 
2Ath of Sept. 1839, and the church andcon gregation were urgently call- 
ed upon, to contribute of their substance upon the altar, whenever they 
came up to the Lords House to worship.—The Rector at the same time 
stated from the pulpit, that in the providence of God, his family was pro- 
vided with a home, and that he should need but little for his support, and 
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d to the Vestry, ee he would be isc to re- 
ings might be, after paying all the cur- 
ceive whateser the ok on ary had sc oer Ee Rector in 
it od lati af the ý aite plan, would have been content to receive 
carrying out bis ne felt disposed to offer—but in this they were disap- 
whatever Diy pepa t period had elapsed, before he made a public ap- 
pointed, fpr buta eat Mae i ubstance that he had never been suppor- , 
pealiffom. the pulpits aa he had during his rectorship expended of his 
ten by 1DE E 5000 dollars, over and above what he had received 
rains li ch.* That he had been, and was still in debt—and that 
au ie ri are the debts of the church—and that the “offerings” were 
ett s ate uate to his support upon this communication the Vestry 
sid ne Y eel alled upon to take any action, as they considered it as a mat- 
aia atira with the congregation, the Rector having relinquished 
al sain ap thei but some of the Brethren in a spirit of sympathy 
and kindness, did solicit and obtain a tee ee ie inns 
ion, for his immediate relief— A s 
ee ‘ip in Ger Hacer addressed a communication to the Vestry, 
Gee his letter Extract No. 8») ne n substance bat ie Po 
the people were entirely inadequate tor his support, Pes iinet bone 
were increased he should be under the necessity o Sorog a fana 
other means of support for himself and mmige an $ shar en 
stated that he should be unwilling to receive any further as: ee 
cept i s i he altar. The Vestry took this 
cept in the regular way as offerings upon t a acd te 
ication into serious consideration, a committee was app ‘ 
prepare å statement of the revenue of the church under the prosent syes 
tem, and also, an address to the congregation urging npon nem | se 
they wished to retain the services of the Rector, they ge i eae 
offerings for his support. The statement thus prepared, am e: oppen 
thus made were read to the congregation by one of the War Pe 
they might be made acquainted with their true situation, (see 
Meer committee deem it proper to remark in this stage of thoit OU 
that during the discussion of the question of abolishing pew . Pre 
vious to its adoption, much dissatisfaction and anxiety vaa zpr ae 
i among many of the members of the church and congrega A et 
upon the adoption of the measures of the Rector, that dissatis cee en 
continued to be felt and expressed, and that through all nee ee ng 
down to the present time it must have been evident to ay iher : M oe 
approved of, and were offended by these changes, and, tha Se ey oo 
quence the appeal of the Vestry, had but little influence, (e pt ne 
firm still more decidedly those who disapproved of the ogee his) i 
church, in their conviction of its impractibility at least in t. Jo eo 
asmuch as it was found that the offerings were not materially i i 
The Rector finding this to be the case, gave notice on the mon ne is 
the first Sabbath in April, that he had fully made up his mind t res g n a 
pastoral charge, and that he would give his reasons for so doing 
Sunday Morning next after Easter. 


* Hie average Salary was about 1400 dollars per annum; 


as he had previously state 


25 


Thus was the measure chiefly brought about by the instrumentality of 
the Rector, likely to have been brought to an end, by an acknowledged 
failure, —but it so happened that a meeting of the male members of the 
congregation, was called on the Monday Lvening following, for the pur- 
pose of nominating candidates for Vestrymen for the election, to take 
place at Easter, at which meeting a motion was made and seconded, to 
appoint n committee of three persons, to take into consideration the coin- 
munication of the Rector, made on the Sunday previous, with power to 
call a meeting of the congregation, which motion was adopted by that 
meeting, but that committee twas not authorised to communicate to the 
Reetor any sentiment, or opinion as the sense of that meeting. It ap- 
pears also, that a meeting of the female members of the church had been 
called upon the same evening, with reference to some charitable socicty, 
and having no connexion with the Rector, but, that some of the females 
at that meeting, were anxious to retain the Rectors services, and that a 
committee was self-constituted, not having been appointed by the meet- 
ing in a regular way, who took upon themselves, to interfere with what 
exclusively belongs, by the tenor of the Charter and By-Laws, to the 


male members of the congregation, and waiting upon the Rector, reqnes- - 


ted of him in the name of the female members of the congregation, that 
he should not resign his pastoral charge. A meeting of the congregation 
was also called by the committee appointed at the previous meeting of the 
male members of the congregation, at which meeting several resoluticng 
were offercd, and among them one fo this effect. “ That the Rector be 
requested not to resign his pastoral charge, until it can be ascertained, 
whether a sum sufficient for his support,can be obtained by voluntary offer- 
ings.” This resolution afier much discussion was declared by the chair. 
man of the meeting, to have been decided in the affirmative; your com- 
mittee refer to this resolution, not with the intention of impugning the 
decision of the chairman, but we deem it proper to siate that we cannot 
consider the passage of this resolution as a fair expression of the views 
of that meeting, as we believe that they were not prepared to vote upon 
the matter, under the then existing circumstances from the fact, that a 
very large majority of those present remained silent, and did not vote 
either for, or against the resolution, But upon representations which 
were made to the Rector, he seems to have thought that a large majority 
of the congregation were in favor of his remaining, and accordingly, on 
the Sunday after Easter he gave notice from the pulpit that he should. 
not resign his pastoral charge, ja 
In order to a right understanding of the action of the Vestry, it may be 
Proper to remark that in accordance with the Charter, an election’ for 
Vestrymen had taken place on Easter Monday, and in the result some 
changes took place, gentlemen constituting the members of that body. (see 
attract No. 10. And the Vestry as now constituted at their first reg- 
ular Monthly Meeting in May, in reviewing the condition of the church, 
Were compelled to consider the system adopted by the advice of the Rec- 
tor as having entirely failed, that the system of offerings as a means of 
revenue, was upon trial found, to be precarious and uncertain, that great 
discontent prevailed in the church; that many had left us, and many , 
3 , 
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: ma li o; that in short, we were no longer a church at 
ireen ee divided against itself, and to all” appearance 
sani ing to destruction. E 
Ten a en onneen the Vestry feeling the obligations resting 
upon them as the guardians of the temporal interests of the church, 
thought they were called upon to restore the system of selling and rent- 
ing pews and sittings, and did accordingly, pass a series of resolutions, 
under certain conditions to return to the old system. (see Extract No.11 & 
12.) And here we would remark inasmuch as it has been intimated that the 
Vestry took advantage of the Rectors absence, and passed these resolu- 
tions without his knowledge the committee deem it duc to the Vestry 
to say that the resolutions referred 10, were offered in the Vestry in the 
presence of the Rector, and with his full knowledge, that in his presence 
the Vestry adjourned to meet at a subsequent time for the express pur- 
pose of acting upon these resolutions, and under such circumstances if he 
was not present at their final passage as amended, the Vestry ought not 
to be held accountable for his absence. 

The conditions of these resolutions by which the free system would 
have been continued, were not complied with by the congregation, and 
consequently notice was given that on and alter the 24th of June 1840, 
the pews and sittings would be no longer free. 

These-resolutions, and this notice, gave great offence to the Rector, 
and he in a public manner from the pulpit called upon the congregation 
not to comply with the resolutions of the Vestry, assumed for himself to 
be the ruler of the church, (making no distinction between the spiritual 


and temporal affairs of the church,) also stating positively that the Ves- ° 


try were acting in disobedience to Christ, and in substance that unless 
they repented of this act they would be shut out from the kingdom of 
Heaven,—also, indirectly threatening to exercise the discipline of the 
church; and again, upon another occasion on the following Sunday in 
like manner from the pulpit, charging indirectly, upon the Vestry, that 
by returning to pew rents, they had made God’s house, “worse than aden 
of thieves,” and reiterating again his call to the congregation “ not to en- 
courage in any way the selling and renting of pews or sittings, and 
adding, “that if they did, God would not bless them.” . 
Under these public aspertions, the Vestry felt agrieved, and a special 
meeting was called for the purpose of considering what was their path 
of duty, under such circumstances, and also, to consider a communica- 
tion which had been ‘addressed by the Rector to the Accounting Warden. 
(see Extract No. 13.) Atthis meeting were offered a certain preamble 
and resolutions stating the ground upon which the Vestry had acted, and 


expressing their grief and disappointment at the stand taken by the Rec- « 


tor, and also, their views with reference to their position in general, (see 
Extract No. 14.) The Rector was present at this meeting, and after 
some discussion, upon the preamble and resolutions, the Vestry at the re- 
quest of the Rector, deferred final action upon them at that meeting, and 
adjourned to meet at a subsequent time, at which time they according to 
adjournment, met.—At this meeting the Rector was not present, but ad- 
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dressed a communication to the Vestry, calling upon them to “return to 

the path of Holy Obedience” by retracing their steps and foilowing him, — 
and stating that if the preamble and resolutions then before the Vestry 

were adopted, he should feel called upon to exercise the discipline of the 

church—upon all who voted in the affirmative, and intimated his deter.’ 
mination, to still persist in carrying out his own measures in defiance of 
the Vestry,” (see Extract No. 15.) ; 

The preamble and resolutions were however unanimously adopted by 
the Vestry, (with the exception of one negative vote upon one of the reso- 
lutions) of which the Rector was informed by the Accounting Warden, 
on the morning of the following Sunday—upon which he informed the 
Warden that he should suspend from the communion the whole Vestry, 
and on the same morning from the pulpit, ordered the Secretary of the 
Vestry to call a special meeting upon the following Tuesday, as we sup- 
posed for the purpose of putting in force the discipline of the church by- 
our suspension. f 

The Vestry met in compliance with the call of the Rector, upon which 
occasion the Rector stated in substance that he had come to the determi- 
nation to suspend the Vestry, and had called this meeting for that pur- 
pose, but that upon consulting on the morning of that day, with the Bishop 
of the Diocese he had found that the Bishop differed with him in opin- 
ion as to the powers of the Vestry, and that he sustained the Vestry in. 
their late measures, with reference to a return to pew rents, and that con- 
sequently he was obliged to submit to his ecclesiastical superior, in the 
matter of their suspension, and therefore, should not proceed in the exer- 
cise of the discipline of the church as he had intended. (see Extract 
No. 16 & 17.) 

In this stage of the procecdings inasmuch as the Rector had repeatedly 
called upon the congregation not to comply with the regulations of the 
Vestry, and that they should not in any way encourage the renting of 
pews andsittings,and inasmuch as according to the Rectors own statement, 
the Bishop of the Diocese sustained the Vestry in their late proceedings, 
the Vestry requested him to inform them what course he intended to 
pursue in refference to the difficulty between them hereafter. In reply,the 
Rector stated that he had no further communication to make to the Ves- 
try at that time, but that he would at a subscquent period make a com- 
munication to them, and to the church upon the subject. 

Afier an elapse of several weeks the Vestry having received the com- 
munication promised by the Rector, stating what he declares shall be the 
substance of his communication to the church, find in that communica- 
tion, that although he declares that he will make no further direct oppo- 
sition to the measures of the Vestry, yet at the same time he also declares 
that his own views are unaltered, and substantially, that although he is 
by the action of the Vestry, prevented from receiving the offerings of the 
church in the way which he desires, yet he intends to invite those who 
are so disposed, to contribute upon the altar for his support, at each ad- 
ministration of the Lord’s Supper, and again reiterates his declaration 


that the Vestry are acting in disobedience to the will of Christ, (see Ex- 
tract No. 18.) 
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By the tenor of the communication above referred to, your committee 
conceive that notwithstanding the opinion of his ecclesiastical superior. 
The Rector in substance still persists in his determination to carry out 
his own measures in defiance of the measures of the Vestry, (and we 
wou'd here remark that we consider an indirect opposition, as more to 
be deplored than one that is open and avowed) and that although he has 
of necessity, not suspended the Vestry, yet we consider that in fact, so far 
2s he has the power, they are now virtually suspended; and taking this 
view of the matter, your committee think that under present circumstan- 
ces the members of the church composing the Vestry, cannot reccivethe 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at his hands, inasmuch as we conceive 
that he cannot conscientiously administer it unto them. 


Thus it will be perceived that the Rector and the Vestry, are still di- 
rectly at issue, the Vestry acting in the conscientious discharge of their 


reci 


zry, aad seeing no other course which they could pursue, having by 
z= Enanimous rote restored the old system,and calling upon the congrega- 
tion to sustain them, and the church, by complying with their regulations, 
z243 ca the other hand the Rector setting at naught their procecdings, and 
calas upon the congregation not to comply with the action of the Ves- 
zy, 22d inviting them to contribute at the communion table for his sup- 
port, and thereby applying to other purposes, the “ alms” and “ obla- 
tos” made these occasions, which we have ever regarded as sa- 


ered to the poor of church. 


Ties from a very serious and careful review of the whole matter, as 
fer 2s we were able in the brief period of time allotted us, your committce 
z= of opinion, that the Vestry in the proper discharge of the duties de- 
svixieg spon them as the representatives of the church and congregation 


kare mo alternative left, than that of respectfully requesting a seperation 
of 221 szrerdotal relations between the Rector and themselves. However 


wia wil! ultimately reconcile the disunion which at present exists in 
E lotn’s Church, and bring it back to that state of harmony and brotherly 
iene which shoald be the distinguishing characteristic of a christian church. 
Leis ff evident, that should the state of things which now exists in the 
aarre, te permitted to continue, it will not only prove highly detrimental 
ro Ge sirul and temporal welfare of this church,but be the means of cast- 
ang reqrcarh opon our whole communion and may eventuate in hindering 
the, erras Of the youpel of Christ. Under these circumstances your 
arrei sepa, that there appears to them, to be alternative but a 
PYRE MII e 


1 thas step may be, nevertheless we believe it to be the only one 


Yor omenbiien therefore beg leave to offer the following Resolution. 


hewlerd by te Vestry, that the Rev. George Boyd D. D. Rector of 
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St. John’s Church N. L. be respectfuly requested to resign the Rectore 
ship of said church. g ` 


Philadelphia, July 25th 1840. 
. Jacos P. DoxnarpsoN, 

ABEL REED, 

Zaci. B. ZIEGLER, 

Joux SANDERS, 

BENJAMIN S. JANNEY. 


The above Report and Resolution being read and discussed, were on, 
motion, unanimously adopted by a full Vestry. On motion it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish the Rector with a 
copy. of the above Report and Resolution, at as early a day as possible. 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 20. 


Ata special meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Friday evening July 31st 1846. í 


Present Messrs. Vineyard, Reed, Ziegler, Bender, Sanders, Mulock, 
Murray, Donaldson, Janney and Miskey. 


b 
The following communication was reccived from the Rector. 


To the Wardens and Vestrymen of St. Johns Church N. L. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


I have received a communication from you, purporting to be a report 
of the proceedings of the Vestry in reference to matters in dispute be- 
tween the Vestry and myself from the beginning, and concluding with a 
resolution requesting me to resiga the Rectorship of St. Johns Church. 

I am not prepared to notice in detail the particulars contained in the 
Report above mentioned, neither can I command the time necessary to 
do so at present, with respect to the resolution appended to the report, I ` 
have only to say, that I cannot comply with it, without being unfaithful 
to the solemn vows of my ordination. 

With sincere affection, and continued prayers to God that he will 
interpose,in behalf of his Church. 


Iam yours sincerely, 


GEORGE BOYD, Rector. 


July 31st 1840. 
3 s 
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Extract from the Minutes, No. 21. 


At a special meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. Johns 
Church, held on Monday evening August 3d, 1840, present Vincyard, 
Reed, Ziegler, Bender, Mulock, Murray, Donaldson and Miskey—the 
minutes of the last special meeting being read, the following Resolution 
was offered and unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, by the Wardens and Vestry of St. Johns Episcopal Church 
of the-N. L., that the Revd. George Boyd, D. D. be, and is hereby dis- 
missed from the Rectorship of said Church, and in accordance with the 
provisions of the 33d Canon of the General Convention, the matter be 
laid before the Bishop of the Diocese for his concurrence in said dis- 
missal. On motion it was 

Resolved, That a meeting of the male members of the Church and 
Congregation be called on Thursday evening August 6th, in the Lecture 
Room, and that the whole of the proceedings of the Vestry be laid be- 
fore them. 

(In pursuance of the above resolution, a meeting of the male mem- 
bers of the Church and Congregation took place on Thursday evening 
August 6th, where a communication was received from the Rector which 
was addressed to the Vestry, whereupon they withdrew and held a spe- 
cial meeting, the proceedings of which follow in Extract No. 22.) 


` Extract from the Minutes, No. 22. 


At a special meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of St. Johns Church, 
held on Thursday evening, August Gth 1840, 

Present Messrs. Vineyard, Reed, Ziegler, Murray, Bender, Janney, 
Donaldson and Miskey. 


The meeting was convened in consequence of having received the fol- . 


lowing lotter from the Rector. 
To the Wardens and Vestrymen of St. Johns Church Northern L. 
Brernren, 


_ I have received from the Secretary of your body a copy of the resolu- 
tions passed by you on the third instant, purporting to dismiss me from 
the Rectorship of St. Johns Church, i 

As the 33d Canon of the General Convention under which: you pro- 
fess to act, in my judgment has no application whatever to the case, and 
gives you no such authority as you claim; as 1 know of no law of the 


Commonwealth and no Canon of the Church which confers upon you any 


such risht; as I am concious of “no Error in religion or viciousness of 
_ life” to disqualify me for my office; and as I know of the existence of 

no controversy to render our seperation necessary, or of the nature con- 
ternplated by the church; I deem it proper to inform you that I consider 
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your act as perfectly null and void. I therefore am still the Rector of 
St. Johns Church, and 1 shall continue to discharge the duties of the 
office, until such time as a lawful and canonical dissolution of my Pas- 
toral and Sacerdotal relation to the parish shall take place. è 

It is also proper for me to let you know that I have this day, accord- 
ing to the 34th Canon of the General Convention, made application to 
the Bishop to summon the Presbyters of the Diocese in council, to ex- 
amine into the case, and to decide what in their good and prudent judg- 
ment should be done. What the laws and the authorities of the church 
shall say, will be immediately acquiessed in by me. 


Your friend and Pastor, 
GEORGE BOYD, j 
Rector of St. Johns Church, N. L. 
August 6, 1840. 


After reading the above communication it was on motion unanimously: 

Resolved, 'l'hat the above communication be read before the meeting 
of the male members of the church and congregation now. sssembled 
(up stairs) in accordance with a resolution of the Vestry—to call said 
meeting, passed the 3d inst. 


Copy of the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the male 
members of the Congregation, which was held August 6th 1840, in 
accordance with the call of the Vestry, authorized by a resolution passed 
by them on the 3d instant.—(See Extract No. 21.) 

At a meeting of the male members of St. Johns Church, held in the 
lecture room of said church, on Thursday evening August 6th 1840, 
Mr. George Benners, was called to the chair, and William Harrison, 
appointed Secretary. 

The business of the meeting having been stated, it was on motion 

Resolved, ‘That the report of the committee appointed by the Vestry to 
make a statement of the proceedings which have led to the difficulty ex- 
isting between the Rector and the Vestry, be laid before this meeting and 
read. A communication from the Rev. George Boyd, addressed to the 
Wardens and Vestry of St. Johns Church, being received by them, a 
question arose as to the propriety of its being read before this meeting— 
whereupon it was resolved, that the Vestry retire and act upon the com- — 
munication received from the Rector. ‘The Vestry having resumed their 
seats in the meeting, stated that they had agreed, that the communica- 
tion received from the Rev. George Boyd, be read, which was accord- 
ingly done. 

The report of the committee above referred to, having been read (See 
extract No. 19) according to order—it was on motion resolved, that this 
meeting concur in said report, and that we will sustain the Vestry in the 
Course in which they have proceeded. i 
© The question on this resolution being taken by (ayes and nays,) the 
vote stood ayes, Rihl, Vineyard, Valette, Pierie, Steinmetz, Donaldson, 
Mecke, Super, Miskey, Dr. Janney, Laws, Trufite, Ziegler, A. Reed, Ben- 
der, Benners, J. Kessler, jr. Harrison, Murray, Beckenbach—20. 
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Nays—O. Reed, Tiers, Kester, Millard, Bradford, Letford, Chad- 
wick—7. 

The following resolutions were then read and adopted by a similar 
vote. i 


1. Resolved, as the sense of this meeting, that we do cordially ap. 
prove of, and will sustain the Vestry of St. Johns Church in all their 
late proceedings, in reference to a return to the system of finance 
generally in use in the Episcopal Churches in this country. 

2. Resolved, that considering the circumstances in which the Vestry 
of St. Johns Church have been placed, we do approve of the resolution 
unanimously adopted by them, calling for the Rev. George Boyd’s resig- | 
nation from the Rectorship of said church. i 

3. Resolved, that inasmuch as the late Rector did not think proper | 
to comply with the resolution of the Vestry, asking for his resignation, 
that we do approve of the act of the Vestry unanimously adopted— 
whereby he has been dismissed from the Rectorship of said church. 

4. Resolved, that we will sustain the Vestry in all measures necessary 
and proper, to carry into effect their late proceedings. 

5. Resolved, that we will expect the Vestry to take immediate mea- 
sures to procure a temporary supply for the pulpit of St. Johns Church; 
and that until such supply can be obtained, we would recommend that 
the church be closed. 

6. Resolved, that all the friends of St. Johns Church are expected to 
stand by her in this emergency, having confidence that with the blessing | 
of the Great Head of the church she will yet arise from her present ^ } 
low estate, and putting on her beautiful garments, become as a city set 
upon an hill, whose light cannot be hidden. 


On motion it was resolved that this meeting do now adjourn. 


GEO. BENNERS, Chairman. 


WM. HARRISON, Secretary. 


After the adjournment of the above meeting the Vestry re-organised, °$ | 
and unanimously passed the following resolution :— 

Resolved, that it is expedient that the Wardens close St. John’s Church 
for the coming Sunday, and if necessary procure a supply for the pulpit. 


The following paper originating with the male members of the con- 
gregation, apart from the Vestry, is annexed as a further expression 
of their sentiments. ; : 

We the’ undersigned members of the Congregation of St. John’s 
Church, N. L. having understood that the Vestry have passed an unani-: 
mous resolution asking for the Rev. George Boyd’s resignation as Rector 
of said church, take this method of expressing our approbation of such a 
measure, inasmuch as we believe it to be the only course which the Ves- 
try, under the circumstances in which they were placed, could pursue, 
in justice to themselves and the church for. whose welfare they were 


33 


bound to act—And also, we believe it to be the only measure which will 
ultimately restore to the church that peace and harmony which ever 
should prevail in a Christian community. i 


` Philadelphia, July 29th, 1840. 


Isaac Laws, Jr. 
William Harrison, 
George Mccke, 
Henry Rihl, 

C. Dillman, 
William Super, 
Edwin Vallett, 
John Adolph, 
Wm. L. Shannon, 
Andrew Donaldson, 
William Pierie. 


Jacob Steinmetz, 
John Kessler, Jr. 
E. H. Murray, 
John Kessler, 
Thomas Price, 
Lewis Kensil, 

P. H. Trufite, Jr. 
A. J. Bucknor, 
Jacob Beckenbach, 
George Benners, 
Jacob S. Miller, 


Extract from the Minutes, No. 23.. 


At a stated meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, held on Friday evening, August 14th, 1840. 

Present, Messrs. Vineyard, Reed, Janney, Ziegler, Bender, Donald- 
son, Murray, Mulock and Miskey. 

The following communication was received from the Bishop of the 
Diocese. 

Having received from the Vestry of St. John’s Church, N. L. Phila- 
delphia, a copy of a resolution, dismissing the Rev. George Boyd, D. D. 
from the Rectorship of that church, and asking my concurrence in that 
act, according to the Canon 33 of the General Convention; and having 
also received from the Rev. George Boyd, D. D. two letters, in which he 
asserts the said act of the said Vestry to be null, and makes application 
to me to summon all the Presbyters of this Diocese, to act in the premises 
according to Canon 34 of the General Convention; | herby determine 

1. That the said act is not null, but is a valid inchoate proceeding ; 
the Canon recognises the power to do such an act. - 

2. That the said Vestry having commenced action under Canon 33, I 
have no power to defeat their action by allowing the matter to be trans-- 
ferred to the operation of a different Canon. While therefore the said 
inchoate proceeding is awaiting my concurrence, or non-concurrence, Í 
cannot summon the Presbyters of the Diocese under Canon 34. 

To enable me to decide prudently and justly, whether to concur or not 
concur in the aforesaid act of the Vestry of St. John’s Church, N. L. 
Philadelphia—I require as follows: 

1. I require the said Vestry to declare to me, in detail, all the facts 
which induced them to dismiss the Rev. Dr. Boyd—the said declaration 
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to be in writing, and to contain the names and residence of the witnes: 
ses—to state what sum of money the Vestry will pay the Rev. Dr. Boyd, 
should I concur in dismissing him; and to be delivered to the Rev. Dr. 
Dorr for me, (1 expecting to be on a distant visitation, ) and a copy there- 
of to the Rev. Dr. Boyd, on, or before the fifih day of September next. 

2. I require the Rev. Dr. Boyd, if he see fit, to reply to the above men- 
tioned declaration of the Vestry, to do so in writing, by a further or 
counter statement of the facts—giving the names and residence of the 
witnesses, and declaring whether the sum of money named by the Vestry 
is as large as he deems equitable; and if not, what further sum he de- 
sires. The said reply to be delivered to the Rev. Dr. Dorr for me, (I 
expecting to be still absent,) and a copy thereof to the said Vestry, on, or 
before the twenty-ninth day of September next. 


Signed 
H. U. ONDERDONK, 
Bishop of the Diocese, of Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia, August 11th 1840. 


To the Rev. Geo. Boyd, D. D. 
Rector of St. John’s Church, N. L. Phild’a. 


And to the Vestry of St. John’s Church, N. L. Philad’a. 
The above communication having been read, 


On motion the following resolution was unanimously adopted, 
Resolved, that the‘committee appointed to consult with the Bishop be 
continued, and be authorised to prepare a statement in compliance with 
his wri:ten requisition addressed to the Vestry, and to employ such legal 
council as they may deem necessary. i 


‘On motion it was further, DES 

Resolved, that the Vestry of St. John’s Episcopal Church in the 
Northern Liberties, have the undoubted right to close said church until 
the existing controversy between the Rector and the Vestry shall have 
been decided ;—Nevertheless, they deem it inexpedient to continue so.to 
do, inasmuch as it does. not appear to be a measure absolutely necessary, 
and because it interferes with the convenience of those who desire to 
worship in said Church. And also with the regular order of conducling 
the Sabbath Schools of the same ;—therefore Resolved, that the War- 
dens be requested to cause the church to be opened on such days, and at 
such times as has been the custom heretofore. 


= 
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Address to the Bishop accompaning the Declaration of the Vestry 
furnished him according to his requisition. (see Extract No. 23 ) 


To the Right Reverend Bishop Onderdonk. 


The Vestry of St. John’s Church, N. L. Philadelphia, respectfully 
mit, — 

Ena in obedience to the requirement of the Bishop, they do hereby 
declare in detail the facts, which induced them to dismiss the Rev. Dr. 
Boyd, and to apply to the Bishop for his concurrence in said act, agreca- 
bly to Canon 33. That they herewith furnish the names of the witnesses, 
with their places of residence. and they also state, that they will pay to 
Rev. Dr, Boyd, if the Bishop shall concur in dismissing him, the sum of 
220 dollars * K 

That the facts may be presented connectedly and in order of time, the 
Vestry herewith submit a full and deliated report of a committee of their 
body, of a!l the circumstances which had occurred, in relation to the dif- 
ferences between the Rector and themselves ; and upon which was foun» 
ded the resolution, requesting him to resign the Rectorship of said church, 
and his dismissal. The report is accompanied by sundry documents, 
which are referred to therein, and on which, in connexion with the oral 
testimony to be given by the witnesses who may be produced, the Vestry 
rely for the support of the statements of fact embodied in the report. 

From a perusal of these documents, the Vestry believe, that the Bishop 
will be satisfied, that there exists between the Rector and the Vestry, a 
very important difference of opinion, as to the administration of the fiscal 
concerns of the church; and that this difference of opinion has already 
been productive of serious mischief to the interests and prosperity of the 
church. ' 

The Vestry believe, that the temporal concerns of the church are com- 
mitted to their care; and that the Rector is upon mistaken ground, in 
his interference with this branch of their duty. It is evident, that he has 
hitherto thought, and still does think, that the mode adopted in our charch, 
and almost universally prevalent, if not entirely so, of raising revenue 
for incidental expenses and the support of the ministry, is not in confor- 
mity with the scriptural and apostolic order of the Lord’s House. In 
compliance with the views of the Rector, the Vestry thought proper, by 
a decision made by the casting vote of the Rector, to try an experiment, 
the result of which will be seen, from the documents herewith exhibited, 
to have been a total failure, and productive of great evil, and embarrass- 
ment. The Vestry, under an imperious necessity; sought to escape from 
the evil, and by a seasonable return to the accustomed and approved 
mode of raising revenue, to save the church from dissolution. The Rec- 
tor still adhered to his own views , and under the influence of them, and 
his earnest feeling on the subject, meditated, and threatencd, a suspension 


of all the members of the Vestry, from the privileges of the church., 
From this menaced, but ill considered measure, the Rector was happily: 


— 


“The funds of the church having been wholly expended, the above amall sum was all 
that the Vestry could offer with ceriainty- aE 


a 
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> a seasonable reference to the head of the Diocese; but al- 
d thereby from the actof suspension he has not under- 


declared any change of sentiment in relation 
und of his course to obtain the adoption 


presrved, by | 
though restraine: 
gone, as he has repeatedly. 
to the correctness of his views, 


of them by the Vestry. i ; 
There, then, scems to be an irreconcileable difference of opinion be. 


tween the Rector and the Vestry on this important point. The Vestr 
regarding the matter in question to be purely of a temporal character ; 
and peculiarly within their control; and the Rector regarding it as con- 
nected with doctrine, and appertaining to’ the spiritual concerns of the 
church,—to such an extent, as to subject the Vestry to discipline, for 
error of opinion. : 

On this important point, the Vestry have great satisfaction in believing, 
that they have the sanction of ancient uniform, and universal usuage of 
the church ; and that they have the support of the opinion of the head of 
the Diocese, upon the very point at issue between the Rector and them- 
selves. They cannot, therefore but think, that it would be a departure 
from duty in them, and destructive to the interests, and prosperity of the 

- church, if they were to surrender themselves to what seem to be, the fix- 
ed and unchangeable sentiments of the Rector. 

It is but too obvious, that such a difference of principle and feeling as 
this, between the Rector and the Vestry which is irreconcileable in its 
character, must unavoidably cause a state of discord, utterly incompati- 
ble with the welfare of the church. 

‘The Vestry submit to the Bishop, that the sentiments herein expressed 
are entertained unanimously by the Vestry, and as they believe by a 
large majority of the members of the church and congregation. 

The Vestry deem it incumbent on them, as a matter of justice to the 
Rector to say that although the difference herein stated is upon a point of 
vital importance to the prosperity of the church; they have great satisfac- 
tion in delaring, that they have no doubt, that the views entertained by 
the Rector are conscientiously holden by him, and that they believethim 
to be aman of undoubted piety, and devoted sincerely to what he deems 
to be a faithful performance of duty in the ministerial office. 


REPLY OF THE REV. DR. BOYD. 
To the Right Rev. H. U. Onderdonk, D. D. Bishop, Fe. 
Right Rev. & Dear Sir, 


h of August last, stating 
h of the Vestry of Saint 
dently and justly” in 


I received your communication of the 11t 
your determination, and what you required, bot 
. John’s and of myself, to enable you ‘ to-decide pru 
the matter of controversy existing between us. 
_ I stated to you Right Rev. Sir in my note of the 6th of August last, 
that I did object to the act of the Vestry of St. John’s, in dismissing me 
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from the Rectorship of that church, because I know of no Canon autho- 
rizing such a proceeding, and therefore. that I considered the act of the 
Vestry perfectly null. At the same time l made application to you to 
summon the Presbyters of the Diocese, to deliberate and decide in the 
premises. ; oe an 

In your official communication above referred to; you determine that 
the said act of the Vestry of St. John’s “is not null, but is a valid incho- 
ate proceeding” and that inasmuch as the Vestry have commenced action, 
under Canon 33, you cannot summon the Presbyters of the Diocese un- 
der Canon 34. Assuming that the action of the Vestry is valid, and that 
the matter in dispute is thus brought before yourself officially, you pro- 
cced to require first of the Vestry a detail of the facts which induced 
them to dismiss the Rev. Dr. Boyd, with other matters; and secondly 
You require of myself, if I think fit to reply to the statement of the 
Vestry, a further and counter statement, é&c. ; 

Before { reply to the allegations of the Vestry upon which they have 
predicated their act of dismission, allow me with all due respect Right 
Rey. Sir, both to yourself and to the Vestry of St. Johns, to protest, and 
I do most solemnly protest against the form of procceding on the part of 
the Vestry and of yourself, With undiminished confidence in the merits 
of the case, as I have endeavoured to maintain it, in controversy with 
the Vestry of St. John’s, I do not feel myself at liberty to overlook what 
appears to me to be a great want of Eclesiastical regularity and propriety 
in the mode of proceeding which has been adopted. The more so, be- 
cause I believe, if the present proceedings is maintained and becomes a 
precedent (for it is the first instance of the kind as I suppose on record) 
it will subject the Parochial clergy to a sort of discipline, to which they 
have not been accustomed to think themselves amenable, violate an im- 
portant principle that has always had the sanction of the church, and 


thus tend to the discredit of our most excellent Polity. 


The Vestry of St. John’s have dismissed the Rector of that church, ` 


under what they supposed to be the provisions of the 33d Canon of the 
General Convention; and You Right Rev. Sir, have determined that 
their act “is valid, as an inchoate proceeding.” Allow me to offer a few 
reasons, why I suppose that the Vestry have mistaken their powers; and 
that your determination Right Rev. Sir, is not in keeping, with the Law ; 
or with the principles of the church. 
First, let me call your attention to the history of the Canon. Itisa 
ood rule of interpretation to refer to the original design of a Law. The 


anon in’ question was first passed A. D. 1804, and Bishop White thus ` 


speaks of it. ‘Notice is taken on the Journal of the Convention (viz. 


1804) of an application from the Episcopal Church in New Jersey, rela- « 


tive to an unhappy dispute, then subsisting between a Minister and his 


‘Congregation. As the issue of this was a Canon, the object of which 
was novel in the Episcopal Church, and the consequences of which may 


be important, it may be proper to record the origin of it, and the general 
view entertained of its tendency by the author.”—In regard to the mer- 


‘its of the Canon, there may be doubts concerning the principle, on the 
ground that there should be no severance. from a Pastrol Charge, ex- 
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cept as the result of a trial for alleged miscondu, ich is 
agreeable to the idea of oe law Soave wile Noned le the most 
‘the present circumstances of the church, and until some ch e uoder 
given to the ease with which Ministers are admitted into Congre, nibe 
; Bishops consented to the Canon. It deserves the name of rh ons; the 
but it is hoped, only a temporary evil—The apprehension of ho ah 
of i has been verified.” (Memoirs, page 246.) eatas 
n 1808, a new arrangement of the Canon’s was : ; 
of 1804, became the 30th of 1803. To this leat te ae Fein 2 
concluding paragraph of Canon 29 is said to apply ; it is in the foll ie 
words— But it is to be understood that this Church desi, ele 
Express any approbation of any laws or usages, which make de tine 
tion of a Minister dependent upon anything else than his own sound: in 
‘in the faith, or worthy conduct. On the contrary the church Guus 
that every regulation in contraviety to this, will in due time be ee 
? sidered ; and that there will be removed all hinderances to such hi 
able discipline, as appears to have belonged to the churches olihe moei 
_ acknowledged orthodoxy and respectability.” Again, in the Pastoral 
Letter of 1811, the house of Bishops thus repeat, what evidently seemed 
to be the doctrine of the church, “we are persuaded (they sig ihat for 
i the sustaining of a competent Ministry, every member of it, when entrused 
with the Pastoral charge of a Congregation, by their voluntary act, ought 
to have security for permanency in his station, until removed after a fair 
‘trial, for some errror in religion, or for some viciousness of life.” 
‘From a review of the facts thus stated, it appears that the object of the 
33d Canon was “novel in the Episcopal Church,” because it was seen 
that it might be applied in a way contrary to the dostrine of the church, 
, concerning the permanency of the Pastoral relation, viz. that there 
should be no severance of the Pastoral charge, except as the result of a 
trial for alleged misconduct. The Canon was consented to by the Bishops 
priginally with reluctance, and branded by one of them, and he “primus 
f iade with the name of i necessary, though he hoped only a tem- 
Secondly—I have no evidence that this 33d Canon, such as it is, and 
dangerous as it was apprehended it might become, was ever intended to 


confer upon Vestries or Congregations the power of summarily dismiss- “° < 


ing a regularly settled Pastor at will, without trial, and any charge 
either of “error in doctrine’ or’ of viciousness of life.’ Neither have I 
been able to ascertain that it was ever before supposed by any Vestry or 
Congregation, or Bishop, that an act of dismission can be canonically con- 
` firmed without a trial upon presentment where charges of false doctrine, 
o immorality are preferred; or without the adjudication of a council of 
a ee duly convened according to the 34th Canon, in the case con- 
empl ated therein. Admit for the sake of the Argument, that the act of 
ce pa a ee in dismissing their Rector “is valid as an incho- 
ae i ie ae ough ıt is an abuse of the Canon, resting enlirely upon 
is letter, and contrary to its spirit; still there must bea trial upon the 
merits of that action, according to some one or other of the Canons, to 
-make the act of dismission regular and .canonical, according to the łan- 
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guage of the Canon itself. If the Vestry of St. Johns, had been prepared 
to present their Rector for “ Error in doctrine or for viciousness of life,” 
or for a violation of the Canons, or otherwise, the way was pointed out 
to them by the first Canon of the Diocesan code. Or, if they beliey- 
ed, that such a difference existed between the Church of St. John’s or 
themselves, and their Rector as could not be settled by themselves, the 
way was open for them to apply for the council of Presbyters, according 
to the provisions of the 34th Canon. I know of no Canon Right Rev. and 
Dear Sir, authorizing you to dispence with a trial on presentment, or 
with the Council of your Presbyters, in such a case as the present is sup- 
posed to be. Permit me to say and I do so, with all becoming respect; 
und certainly without the least diminution of affection, that 1 think you 
have misunderstood the true meaning of the language employed in the 
33d Canon. It is therin said, that a Minister shall not be dismissed 
«without the concurrence of the Ecclesiastical authority of the Diocese” 
You appear to have supposed that by the Kcclesiastical authority of the 
Diocese, the Bishop alone is meant. It would be so if all the powers of 
the Diocese, Legislative, Judicial and Executive, were in the Bishop.— + 
But until this can be made to appear, I should conclude, that by “the 
Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese” is meant, the united authority of 
the Convention, the judiciary (whatever the form of trial or investigation 
may be according to Law,) and the Bishop, or the Executive power. 
am aware that the General Convention has defined the phrase “ the 
Ecclesiastical Authority” in all cases under a particular Canon, to mean 
the “Bishop of the Diocese.” It does not, 1 think follow, that this is its 
meaning elsewhere. On the contrary from the fact that in Canon 4 of 
1835, it is declared that in all cases under that Canon, it is to be under- 
stood to mean the Bishop—I would infer, that in other places it means a 
different thing. ` i ; , g 
Again the 38d Canon, according to the interpretation of it which I 
have supposed (and which one of my brethren, to whose opinion upon 
many subjects I attach great importance supposes to be the true one)* 
must be considered a penal Law, for surely no greater punishment can be - 
inflicted upon a minister of Jesus Christ in this life, than to dismiss him 
from the place where the master has placed him, and from a people 
among whom his purest and holiest earthly attachments may be supposed 
to be formed. But if Canon 33 is to be interpreted according to the prin- 
ciples which apply to Penal Statutes, i. e. strictly, both according to the 
letter and the spirit; it would scem to me to follow, that the church 
never intended to confer the power of dismissing a Rector or Minister 
under it, except it be done according to law, and after a fair and righte- 
ous trial or investigation. The Canon is wholly negative in its provi- 
sions. It says what a Vestry or congregation shall not do, but it con- 
fers no power to do. The power of inflicting punishment should be 


learly, directly and distinct} stated. 2 
O Moreover itis 4 whether that branch of the church 


-Moreover it is much to be questioned, h 
to which it is our privilege to belong, has not yielded too much to the . 


— 


* Dr. Tyng. 
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spirit “of the age, 
that there can be 


; an 
his pe ople, of such RRG oy causos of difference between a P, Canon 
by themselves. » that they cannot and ous astor and 


this subj A sete 
that TA me e in his Word 
at Tenar anses of unfaithfalness, 
ne approbati 
pe perad a light mitet for ee 
s been united i i 
der which ke to ed in holy communion 
ut I 
that such loose notions, which result j 
result of worldly and carnal views E i 
relation, like the parental, or the conjugal 
etia which pone grace is promised, to fl 
ers associated with j cht j ‘ 
Sacred, and not delade Pike eae pee pha: eee mae 
greater good of the church ri 31y, OF lor the 
Pastor ofa flock represents ne ech i Pah churches approbation. The 
flock. ` Communi ith him i Aan epnêrd în the midst of that 
him r nish et Hi as communion with the Lord. To dismiss 
Pe dices PA ther cause than spiritual unfaithfulness, is in my opinion, 
i vee shrist. And this is precisely the position in which I suppose 
the Vestry of St. John’s have placed themselves, I have endeavoured 
to avert from them the consequences of such an act; and God is my 
witness how greatly I am distressed on their account. Nor can I believe 
that the brethren who compose that Vestry, many of them my own chil- 
dren in-the Gospel, would ever have ventured upon such a step, if they 
had not been unwisely counselled. 
5. Again, the act of dismissing a minister, is a breach of contract. 
An indefinite call to a parochial cure, is of course for life, or at least 
during the period of faithfulness. It is a solemn promise on the part of 
a church, made before God, that they will receive, love and cherish him 
whom ‘they call, for life; and his acceptance of such a call, is a solemn 
promise on his part that he will remain with them. This covenant nei- 
ther of the contracting parties is at liberty to annul, nay, not with the 
consent of the other, any more than a man and his wife are at liberty to 
seperate by consent. A church cannot dissolve the pastoral panies 
neither can any minister of the church, except in the case of uniaith ùl- . 
ness, or as before supposed, and then it must be done according 3 è iele 
-6.-Further, it may be argued that the 33d Canon is designe Ve ° 
altogether a restraining Cunon, which so far from conferring a cs i 
tries or churches, power to dismiss a regularly settled pune even 
- Christ, was intended expressly to forbid them doing any ses ie nE ical. 
when the Minister desires it without the concurrence of the ; a race 
authority. The word dismiss in this Canon does not man a him Away; 
ful ejection of a minister from-his place; but the mere pa eee one Diocese 
or letting him go, as in the case of a ners ts ae intentional . refer- 
to another, with “letters of dismisston”—there "15 


= 
“M 
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ence here to a penal dismission. This is supposed to be clear from the 
declaration of the church, to which I haye before referred, that “ She 
recognizes no ground for a ministers seperation from his. people, but 
error in Religion on viciousness of life,” in other words for unfaithful-. 
hess. 
Besides, if the power claimed by the Vestry of St. Johns is conferred 
by the 33d Canon in Dioceses, where that Canon can apply, no such 
power is given in Pennsylvania. It is expressly provided by the con- 
cluding clause of this Canon, “ that it shall not be obligatory upon those 
Dioceses, with whose usages, laws or charters it interferes.” Certainly 
it has never been the usage in Pennsylvania for Ministers tv be dismiss- 
ed, without accusation or trial, at the will of their Vestries or people.— 
If such an act had occurred during the life time of your venerable prede- . 
cessor, we cannot be at a loss to know what would have been his Coun- 
sel in the case. He would have said, nay he doth say, for “though dead 
he yet speaketh.” ‘The church designs not to express any approbation 
of any laws or usages, which make the station of a minister dependant 
upon any thing clse, than his own soundness in the faith, or worthy con- 
duct”—* We are persuaded that for the sustaining of a competent min- 
istry, every member of it when entrusted with the pastoral charge of a 
congregation ought to have a security for permanency in his station, 
until removed after a fair trial, for some error in religion, or for some 
* viciousness of life.” ee 
7. kt is supposed aceording to our Legislation, that there may be 
such differences between a minister and his people, or his Vestry,as may 
justify, if not, require a seperation. ‘The 34th Canon of 1832, poiats out 
what is to be done in such cases. It is not that the Vestry or the church, 


- may put an end to the difference by dismissing their Pastor, or that he 


may terminate it by resigning his charge. ‘The whole matter in dispute, 
must ceme before the church for adjudication. The parties or either of 
them, may call for a convocation or council of the whole number of the 
Presbyters of the Diocese, who with the Bishop, (they, as the court, to 
try the case, and he as the Executive of the church are to determine.”— 
1. Whether there exists such a controversy as is contemplated by the 
Canon. 2. If s0, to decide and recommend what is to be done to heal the 
division. 3. To determine whether the dissolution of the pastoral rela- 
tions is indispensably necessary to the peace of the church. 4. To de- 
cide upon what terms or conditions the seperation shall take place—And 
5th, to recommend to the minister to relinquish his title. The only one 
of the offices of the church in which | recollect any provision to be made 
for the dissolution of the pastoral relation, is the institution office. — 
Where, in case of any difference between a minister and his congrega- 
tion, as to a seperation and dissolution of all sacredotal connection be- 
tween him and them, “the Bishop with the advice of his Presbyters, is 
said to be the ultimate arbiter and judge.” How the Bishop is. to 
obtain the advice of his Presbyters, except according to the provisions of 
the 34th Canon, I am at a loss to determine. There appears to be no 
, other way known, or provided for, by the church. aS 
Even the Council of Presbyters have no power to compell a Minister, 
; 4* 
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to seperate himselfifrom the people of his charge, neith 
any act of theirs, vacute his place. ‘hey can tsrecommend? ance ty 
ing more. ‘Should he refuse to comply with their recommendation fr. 
subjects himself to the penalty imposed by the Canon. This he may + s 
fer doing, to subjecting himself to the disapprobation of his Divine Masten 
But though suspended according to the Canon, it may be questio; a 
whether he does not still continue in the Rectorship. So far js it fre 
being true, that Ministers may be ejected at will from their places ; thar 
cannot be forced in any way to give them up. a 
The fact that the 34th Canon provides a way by which to effect a 
Ministers seperation from his charge, in a certain emergency, not involy 
ing unfaithfulness, proves that the church designed, that in such case it 
should take place in that way, and in none other. Where would have 
been the use of the 34th Canon, or in what possible case could there have 
been any action under it, ifa Vestry could dismiss their Rector at an 
time by a mere vote, restrained only by the approval of the Bishop.. 
Puch ai interpretation of the Canon, provides indeed a very summary 
mode of dissolving the pastoral relation, but i : 
epe the rog 1 > paa tion, but it does so, at the hazzard of 

By the act of the Vestry of St. John’s, in dismissing their Rector. they 
have-produced precisely the state of things, contemplated and provided 
for by the Canons. ‘They have created “a difference which cannot be 
settled by themselves,” under such circumstances. I still conceive my- 
self to be’ entitled to the council of my Brethren, to decide the contro. 
versy ; and that I am under no obligation to submit to the act of the 
Vestry, though it should be concurred in by the Bishop. _ 1 do not per- 
ceive that any discretion is given to the Bishop by the Canon. If the 
Council is called for by either party, it must be summoned. 

l wish it then to be distinctly understood, that 1 consider myself the 
Rector of St. John’s, i. e. its spiritual ruler and guide. Should you 
Right Rev. and Dear Sir, under a different view of the subject, concur in 
the act of dismission with: the Vestry—I will not feel myself at liberty 
6 relinquish the Rectorship: nor will 1 do so in any event, as at present 
ier until 1 shall be recommended to do so by my Brethren in coun- 
res en so recommended, it will be time enough for me to consider and 
s rinine, w the be my duty. In the event too, of your concurrence 

ight Kev. and Dear Sir, in the act of the Vestry of St. John’s, without 


‘summoning the Council, 1 will be constrained to claim my seat in the ` 


next Diocesan convention, on th i issi 

$ £ e ground that neith f 

aor the ae ieee toon o gronna either the act of dimission, 

e bee i above stated, 1 do most respectfully Right Rev. Sir, 

pebdisp-und apie solemly protest against the whole course of pro- 
Bishop of he D. d Canon, and 1 do again make request to you as the 
34. ‘ad jocese, ‘to summon the Presbyters according to Canon 

For A ti aect : F 

ti meee rai Tdecline at present, replying to the declaration 
ie a Toe the facts, which induced them to dismiss their Rec- 

‘which’ ia tis en tee ae Saying any thing upon the subject of conditions, 
wae ne event ol a. seperation 1 humbly conceive is. not.to be made 
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a matter of bargain, or decided in any other way than by the Bishop and 


his Presbyters in council assembled. 
A copy of this my reply, has been handed to the Vestry, according to 
Very respectfully Yours, 


GEORGE BOYD, 
Rector of St. John’s Church, &c- 
To the Right Rev. H. U. Onderdonk, D. D. Bishop, &c. 


your request. 


September 29, 1840. 


An adjourned stated meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of 

St. John’s Church, held on Monday evening October 12th 1840, 

The following communication was received from the Bishop and read, 
ao action being necessary upon it, on motion, the Vestry adjournod :— 

In conformity with my requisition, dated August 11th 1840, the Vestry 
of St. Johns Church, N. L. Philadelphia, have delivered to me, a state- ` 
ment of the causes which led them, under Canon 33, of the General 
Convention, to dismiss their Rector, the Rev. George Boyd, D. D., and 
ask for my conourrence. 

And the Rev- Dr. Boyd, has delivered to me a Protest against that act 
of the Vestry, and against my allowing it to be a valid inchoate act, un- 
der Canon 33, and also against my refusing to bring the case under 
Canon 34; there being included in the said Protest, a renewed request to 
me, to summon the Presbyters of this Diocese, under the said 34th 
Canon. A 

This statement and Protest 1 have laid before my council of advice, all, 
except the Rev. Dr. Boyd, being present, viz: the Rev. Drs. Ducachet 
and Dorr, the Rev. Messrs. Morton and Clemson, and Messrs. Nicklin, 
J. S. Smith, Wagner, Wharton and Robins. The council having duly 
considered the same, passed unanimously the two following Resolutions : 

“ Resolved, that the Bishop be respectfully advised not to concur in 
the dismissal of the Rev. Dr. Boyd, fromthe Rectorship of St. John’s 
Church, Northern Liberties, by the Vestry of that church.” poo" 

“ Resolved, that the Bishop be respectfully advised not to convene the 
Presbyters, as requested by Dr. Boyd.” : 

With this advice of my canonical Council my own judgment agrees ; 
and 1 therefore determine as follows :— 

1. Acting under the authority of Canon $3, 1 do not concur with the 
‘Vestry of St. John’s Church, in their dismissal of their Rector, the Rev. 
‘George Boyd, D. D. : . 
~- 2. 1 do not grant the. request of the Rev. Dr. Boyd, that the Presby- 
ters of this Diocese be summoned, under Canon 34. : 3 


$ 3 - H. U. ONDERDONK, Bp. Dioc.: Penna. 

To the Rev. George Boyd, D: D. Rector of St. John’s Church, N. Ls: 

= and to the Vestry of St. John’s Church, N. L. Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia, October-8,-1840. = i 7 13 es) gee 
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CHARTER, 


Wueregas divers persons, Citi 
vania, members of the cists nad eee of Pennsyl. 
residing in the Northern Liletties and To eeh Y, ae United States 
voluntarily associated for eee ħiladelphia, hay 
y the purpose of collect ishing o 
congregation to worship in dama and establishing a 
Chock ) pin a house now building, called : 
, according to the forms and usages f th od Epi Sr oha a 
—and for the furtherance of this useful d sien haad Episcopal Church 
sums of aie elul design, have contributed large 
nd whercas, the lot w i i 
Pease ee i er eaid church is erected, was given many 
a tes d ES, for the purpose to which it is no 
a pine , an cannot be held or applied to all the purposes intended 
beldin onor, for the want of a corporate body, capable of receiving ad 
poing possession thereof, and who may also be capable of taking and 
A hes a. ar a eoneioas, grants, devises and bequests, as ay by 
th benet MP eed dbase Persons hereafter be given, or devised, for 
now ye, that in pursuance of an act of the general 
a 
Commomeratih of Pennsylvania, entitled “ An act to eset cute 
ssociations of the Citizens of this Commonwealth, the power: d i 
mioni sh corporations or bodies politic in law :” ae 
A e i 
E Said W ardens, and Vestrymen for the said church, and their 
ret ae igs ok of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, are, 
eee e said act, and in pursuance thereof, incorporated and 
eile cr = Rag sae and politic in law and in deed, by the name and 
be a e ector, Wardens and Vestrymen of St. John’s Church 
erie he ip f the Northern Liberties, in the County of Philadel- 
pue head ee same name they and their successors shall forever 
hereafter! able, and capable in law, to have, hold, receive and enjoy, 
a n rement, franchises, gifts and bequests of what nature so ever in 
$ nmp m or term of life, years, or otherwise—and also to give, grant, 
h wi 3 A = assign the same according to the nature of the respec- 
een ng an s or bequests made to them the said corporation, and of 
jects, article andia to be employed and disposed of, according to the ob- 
aai i camna Con itions of this instrument, upon which the said cor- 
para on ea ablished. Provided, that the clear yearly value or income 
real estate, and the interest of the mosey by them lent do not ex- 
E the sum of five hundred pounds. 
Meie Deet Verny of said church shall be composed of the following 
ae raer ee John Keen, Thomas Millard, George Eyre, 
yeh 3 ‘yr p Jense aterman, Edward D. Corfeld, Jacob Souder, 
Bea A iller, and Charles Wheeler—who shall as soon as these 
es oi Incorporation are completed, proceed to elect two of their num- 


p same place. 


t= 


| 
| 


i 


45 


ber as Wardens, which Vestry shall remain in office until Easter Mon- + 
day, in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventeen. 1 
lll. On Easter Monday, 1817, the first election for a Vestry shall be 
held at the church between the hours of 12 and 3 o'clock, and every fu- 
ture election shall be held on the same day in each successive year, at the 
The number elected shall be ten, who shall be members of 
the said church, and who shall always have power to elect two from 

among their number, to act as Wardens. 

1V. For the well governing and directing the temporal affairs of the 
said church, the said Rector, Wardens, and Vestrymen shall have all 
power to regulate every matter relating to the same—and when there is 
no Rector in the said corporation, onc shall be chosen by the said War. . 
dens and Vestrymen ; and the said Vestry shall pass all such by-laws as 
they shall judge necessary or convenient, and the same shall put in exe- 
cution, revoke, disannul, alter or arnend at pleasure. Provided, that the 
said rules, ordinances, regulations and by-laws relate oniy to furthering 
the interests of the said church, and be not repugnant to the constitution 
and laws of the United States, or of this Commonwealth. 

V. The said corporation shall, forever be able and capable in law to 
sue and be seued, plead and be impleaded, in all courts of law, causes 
and things, and to obtain and sustain all legal judgments, executions, 
awards and decrees, both. intermediate and final, incidental to the same; 
and enjoy all such privileges, rights, powers, franchises, as other cor. 
porations of like kind in this Commonwealth enjoy. 

VI. The said corporation shall have power to use a common seal, and 
to change the same at pleasure. 

VII. All and singular the estate whatsoever, now actually belonging, 
or to belong to the said church, and held by any person or persons for 
their use, shall be transferred to and vested in the said corporation, here- 
by constituted, and their successors, for ever, for the purposes above men- 
tioned. 

VIII. Whenever a meeting of said Vestry is proposed, notice shall be 
left at the house or place of residence of each Vestryman at least 24 
hours before the time of such meeting. After the notice is served, and 
five Vestrymen with the Rector, or in case of his absence six vestrymen 
shall have met pursuant to such notice, they may proceed to do any busi- 
ness relating to their trust, except in cases hereinafter mentioned ; and a 
determination of a majority so met, shall be as valid and conclusive, as if 
the whole number of Vestry were present. 

IX. Provided always, that, when any salary is to be augmented, a 
Rector or Assistant Minister to be chosen, the same shall be first proposed 
at a previous meeting, and particularly expressed in the written notice to, 
be given ; and further that in the decision of the questions included in the 
foregoing proviso, a majority of the whole Vestry shall be required. 

X. The Rector for the time being or any three. Vestrymen shall have 
power to calla meeting of the Vestry. . 

XI. The Vestry named in the 2d article, shall. fix the qualifications of 
voters or electors at the elections provided for in the 3d article ; and shall 
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also ‘have power to determine what shall constitute a Member of the’ 
said church. i 4 

XII. The Rector for the time being shall Preside at the Meetings of the 
Vestry, and shall have a casting vote, but no other; in case of hi 
sence, or in case of a vacancy in the Rectorship, a Chairman 


pore, shall be appointed, and the acts of such Vestry shall be 


XII. If, owing to any circumstance, no election of 
place according to the 3d article, the Vestry whose tine would expj 
case of an election, shall remain in office until a new clection 
held according to said article, and the Vestry may at any 


Signed, 
Turner Camac, Jesse Waterman, 
John Keen, Edward D. Corfield, 
Thomas Millard, Jacob Souder, 
George Eyre, Daniel H. Miller, 


Jehue Eyre, Charles Wheeler. 
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